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By C. D. Mote, Jr., President, University of Maryland at College Park

When John Toll, the President of the Uni-
versity of Maryland system, made his 
historic trip to China in 1980, relations 

between the U.S. and China were only begin-
ning to thaw. After President Richard Nixon’s 
groundbreaking 1972 meeting with Chairman 
Mao Tse-tung had broken the ice, Cold War 
tensions continued to hinder efforts to trade 
openly and to encourage cultural and scholarly 
exchanges. Overcoming these barriers was a 
goal that Maryland Governor Harry Hughes and 
President Toll championed on their trip, opening 
an important chapter in Maryland history—one 
that continues to this day. The State of Maryland 
signed the nation’s first sister-state agreement 
with Anhui Province to promote partnerships 
and exchanges around “agriculture, economic 
development, trade, culture, education, science 
and technology.”1 (For more on this historic trip, 
see articles by Chancellor Kirwan on page 4 and 
Professor Liu on page 6.) Today the University of 
Maryland has over 50 partnerships with China’s 
government, academia and industry.

China’s importance to the nation, state and 
university has grown continuously over the last 
thirty years. It is the most populous nation in 
the world with the second largest economy and 
growing international influence. China’s rate 
of gross domestic product growth is estimated 
at over 11% and roughly 400 of the Fortune 
500 companies are conducting business there. 
According to Nobel Laureate Richard E. Smal-
ley, 90% of the world’s scientists and engineers 
will be living in Asia by 2010. The largest IPO 
in history was conducted by a Chinese bank. 
Between now and 2015, half the construction 
on earth will be in China where about 22 billion 
sq. ft. of mostly commercial space will be built 
each year. (The total U.S. commercial space is 
60 billion sq. ft.) China is investing heavily in 
science and technology, recruiting its brightest 
students to service, and nurturing entrepreneur-
ship with vigor. Chinese President Hu Jintao 
stated: “The worldwide competition of overall 
national strength is actually a competition for 

Maryland and China

talents, especially for innovative talents.” China’s 
influence will increase in the years to come. Our 
university, students, state and nation must create 
opportunities to understand and work with China 
through this transformative period. I believe that 
our individual and collective futures depend on 
it. Because of our ties to China, the University 
of Maryland is well poised to partner there on 
many fronts. 

Our relationships with China are unusual 
because of our agreements with Chinese govern-
ments (national, provincial and city) and busi-
nesses, in addition to more common university 
to university agreements and to the research col-
laborations between our faculty members and 
their Chinese colleagues that are too numerous 
to list. The China Land Policy Program out of our 
National Center for Smart Growth Research and 
Education works with the Chinese government to 
establish policies related to smart growth urban 
and land policy and taxation. (For more on this, 
see page 5.) Our Institute for Global Chinese Affairs 
(IGCA) has taught over 1,000 middle management 
executives and educators in specific fields (banking, 
finance, management, government, education, et 
al.) related to China’s modernization. These stu-
dents become most enthusiastic Maryland alumni. 
(For more on IGCA, see page 4.)

One of the more innovative partnerships is 
the creation of the UM-China Research Park, 
the result of an agreement signed in 2002 with 
China’s Ministry of Science and Technology. 
Historically, this is the first Chinese research 
park outside of the mainland China. The 
Research Park provides an opportunity for 
Chinese and Maryland companies to work 
together. The University facilitates partner-
ships, mentors and provides support services 
on a fee basis. The Park itself is spread across 
different sites around the campus, giving 
partner companies training and networking 
opportunities in several academic fields: 
healthcare, environment, agriculture, energy 
and fire protection. Chinese companies can 
relocate to the U.S., create a U.S. subsidiary 
or partner with a U.S. company. Thus far, 
ten Chinese companies are working with the 
University. Some agreements have been for-
malized and others are in process. (For more 
on the research park, see page 7.)

The traditional academic exchanges be-
tween the U.S. and China lead to more than 
1,000 international Chinese students and 
100 Chinese-speaking faculty members on 
campus. The Chinese Students and Scholars 
Association with more than 2,000 participants, 
including family and community members, 
is the largest student-run organization on 
campus.

Dozens of our students go to China on 
exchange programs each year. This number 
has increased steadily over the last four years, 
from 49 in 2005 to 85 this year. Students can 
choose among eight university programs or 
choose programs sponsored by other univer-
sities within the University Studies Abroad 
Consortium. There is great interest in China 
to attract more students from Maryland.

We have a number of academic programs 
that are located in China or bring Chinese stu-
dents to College Park; Journalism, Business, 
and Criminal Justice are among them. Since 
2003 the Robert H. Smith School of Business 

You may have read all about 
it: The news in the news busi-
ness so far this year has been 

pretty bleak.
The venerable New York Times, 

which still plays the leading role in 
setting our national news agenda, 
announced—on Valentine’s Day, how 
sentimental!—that some 100 report-
ing and editing positions would be 
eliminated. At Newsweek, several of 
the magazine’s best-known critics and 
reporters were among 111 employees 
taking buyout offers. The Seattle Times 
said it was reducing overall employ-
ment by about 200, including 30 or so 
newsroom employees.

Comparable announcements have 
come from the Washington Post, the 
Baltimore Sun and other mainstream 
news organizations. One of my for-
mer newspapers, the San Jose Mercury 
News, has trimmed so many positions 
in recent years that today it employs 
about half of the 400 journalists who 
worked there at the paper’s peak a 
decade ago.

NY TIMES 
CUTS 100 
POSITIONS!
Reflections on 
Changes in Journalism 
Practice and Education
By Thomas Kunkel
Dean, Journalism, UMCP*
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By Michael Olmert
English, UMCP

We’re spoiled at College 
Park. In our English De-
partment, I teach mainly 

upper-level English and humanities 
students. They’re eager and full of 
energy—and they’re enthusiastic 
about the articles and books we 
mention, as well as the videos 
and Internet sites that come up 
in lectures and discussions. Later 
they actually want to talk about 
them—and don’t complain over-
much about having to write them 
up. So teaching here is very nice. (I 
know; but look, the angels revolted 
in heaven. No place is perfect.) 

On Saturday, March 29, how-
ever, I discovered an even rarer 
place to talk about ideas and have 
people take notes—as if I actually 
knew what I was talking about.
The place is called the “One-Day 
University,” and was held at the 
Maryland Shady Grove campus.
For the day-long teach-in there, 
the New York firm that invented 
and operates “One-Day Uni” had 
assembled four speakers: Prof. 
Andrew Delbanco from Columbia, 
who lectured on Herman Melville; 
Prof. Shawn Achor of Harvard, who 
spoke on the psychology of happi-
ness and well-being; Prof. Paul 
Bracken of Yale, who unpacked 
the hazards and challenges of the 
“second nuclear age”; and me, who 

Life at the One-Day University
spoke about the nature of history 
and its reinvention at Colonial Wil-
liamsburg. Not sure I belonged to 
that illustrious bunch, but I played 
along. Each of us spoke for an hour 
and then took fifteen minutes of 
questions. The complete day had 
two lectures in the morning, lunch, 
and then two in the afternoon. And 
that was it, done and dusted. 

I’d say the lecture hall was 
almost full, and it held 300 people 
(according to the fire-code notice), 
who had each paid about $250 to be 
there. Very gray, trending toward 
white, was the predominant hair 
color (like mine). They were atten-
tive, committed, and most of them 
took notes like veteran undergradu-
ates. It was bracing. They asked 
clever (but never rebarbative) ques-
tions. During breaks, I spoke with 
dentists, doctors, retired teachers, 
accountants—people still wanting 
to take their brains for a jog. The 
class seemed evenly split between 
men and women—most of them 
having taken degrees forty years 
ago from a great many fine schools. 
The experience still shimmered in 
the memory. 

Every lecture, as you know, like 
every book, has a narrative compo-
nent as well as an analytical one. 
I was heavy on narrative at first, 
probably because I was awed—the 
origins of the Virginia Company, 
the arrival of African slaves in 1619, 
the colonial Stuart world, Georgian 
architecture, the Colonial Revival. 
But it was the analytical stuff that 
carried the day, especially how 

social history demands new types 
of sources—probate inventories, 
archaeology, material culture, Hog-
arth prints, and the rest.  

They also loved paradox and 
irony: that it was immigration 
pressure early in the century that 
brought about a sudden interest in 
our proper “Mayflower” past. They 
also seemed pleased to hear there 
were two eighteenth centuries: one 
tasteful and learned and civilized, 
but another that was unspeakably 
brutal. That is, you once could look 
out a Palladian window and see 
fifty feet away in the yard a smoky, 
drafty kitchen, in the attic of which 
several slave families would be 
forced to live out the whole of their 
days.  Both these realities existed 
side-by-side.  

“One-Day Uni” has events 
like this up and down the east 
coast—about fifty such Saturdays 
are scheduled for 2008.  There will 
be two more at Shady Grove this 
year. College Park Physics Profes-
sor James Gates will be lecturing 
there in May on String Theory. If 
we’ve done our jobs well enough, 
the 20-year-olds we see in our 
classes this week will be raring to 
come to public lectures like this 45 
years down the road. I hope. 

At lunch I sat next to a nice 
woman who told me, among other 
things, how much she was looking 
forward to hearing the last speaker 
of the day, who would be lecturing 
on the history of Williamsburg. I 
agreed it was going to be of great 
interest to me as well.  

Christopher Corbett, Professor of 
the Practice, English, UMBC, re-
ceived the USM Board of Regents’ 
Faculty Award for Mentoring, 2007-
2008. Corbett is an award winning 
journalist who has dedicated himself 
to helping UMBC students achieve a 
high level of skill as undergraduate 
reporters and success in internships 
and jobs in the field. His latest book 
was Orphans Preferred: The Twisted 
Truth and Lasting Legend of the Pony 
Express (2003). Before entering the 
academic world, Corbett worked 
for the AP and UP Syndicate, and 
has published in the New York 
Times, Washington Post and Los 
Angeles Times. Corbett has received 
numerous awards for his work, most 
recently the Excellence in Journal-
ism Award for Editorial Writing 
from the Society for Professional 
Journalism. 
James Farquhar, Associate Profes-
sor, Earth System Science Interdis-
ciplinary Center and Department 
of Geology, UMCP, has received a 
2008 Guggenheim Fellowship for 
his work on isotopic investigations 
of microbial sulfur metabolisms. 
Farquar’s research interests include 
stable isotope geochemistry: atmo-
sphere-surface interactions, atmo-
spheric evolution, sulfur and oxygen 
biogeochemistry, meteorite studies, 
isotopic exchange and thermometry. 
He also is a Hanse Wissenschafts-
kolleg Fellow, a recipient of the 
F.W. Clarke Award (Geochemical 
Society), an NSF Postdoctoral Fel-
lowship, a Carnegie Fellow, and 
awarded the Geophysical Labora-

AwArd recipients
Professors in the Maryland System have received many local, national, and 
international awards. The Faculty Voice would like to honor them in our pages—
alas, as tight spaces permit. Below is news about six recent award recipients. Know 
of others? If so, send information to facultyvoice@umd.edu.

tory Izaak Walton Killam Memorial 
Scholarship. 
Sandra Herbert, Professor of Histo-
ry and, from 2001 to 2006, Director of 
the Program in the Human Context 
of Science and Technology, UMBC, 
was awarded the first Suzanne J. 
Levinson Prize for her book Charles 
Darwin, Geologist (2005). This book 
also won the 2006 Mary C. Rabbitt 
Award, the George L. Mosse Prize 
from the American Historical As-
sociation given for an outstanding 
work on European history, and the 
Albion Book Prize from the North 
American Conference on British 
Studies. Professor Herbert is a Fel-
low of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science.
Thomas Mathew, Professor of 
Mathematics and Statistics, has 
been named the UMBC Presidential 
Research Professor for 2008-2011. 
“As an elected fellow of both the 
American Statistical Association 
and the Institute of Mathematical 
Statistics, Mathew is a member of 
the most select group of statistical 
scientists in the field. He is known for 
his foundational statistical contribu-
tions to the field of inter-laboratory 
data analysis, and his work was rec-
ognized with a Youden Award for 
inter-laboratory testing from the 
American Statistical Association. 
L.D. Timmie Topoleski, Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering, has 
been named the UMBC Presidential 
Teaching Professor for 2008-2011. 
He is the graduate program direc-
tor in mechanical engineering, and 

By Donna M. Qualters & Miriam R. 
Diamond, New Forums Press, 2004
Reviewer:  Sue White, Business, 
UMCP

By Doris Kearns Goodwin, Simon 
and Schuster, 2005
Reviewers: Frances and Denny 
Gulick, Mathematics, UMCP

For a number of reasons, 
Denny is not an avid book 

reader, nor a frequent book-
on-tape or CD’s listener; how-
ever, Frances is all of the above.  
When we  drove to Georgia 
during the past winter break, 
Frances selected the CD for 
Team of Rivals: The Political 
Genius of Abraham Lincoln  as a 
companion for the 10-hour trip 
each way.

We found not only the pre-
sentation of the material but 
also the eloquent writing to 
be unbelievably captivating. 
Moreover, it brought into fo-
cus even more clearly what is 
so important as a personality 
trait in an administrator: an 
understanding of and compas-
sion for his or her subjects, and 
simultaneously a big picture of 
the circumstances in which they 
all live. Abraham Lincoln had 
both qualities in abundance.  
Goodwin magnificently nar-
rates his life during the late 
1850s through his death in 1865, 
and the lives of the rivals for 
the presidency whom he chose 
purposefully to comprise his 
Cabinet.

You can get some idea of the 
power of the book by the com-
ments on the books.google.com 
webpage:

“He won [the Presidency] 
because he possessed an ex-
traordinary ability to put him-
self in the place of other men, to 
experience what they were feel-
ing, to understand their motives 
and desires. It was this capacity 
that enabled Lincoln as Presi-
dent to bring his disgruntled 
opponents together, create the 
most unusual Cabinet in histo-
ry, and marshal their talents to 
the task of preserving the Union 
and winning the war.…This 
brilliant multiple biography is 
centered on Lincoln’s mastery 
of men and how it shaped the 
most significant Presidency in 
the nation’s history.”

The book gives us lessons in 
dealing with our superiors, our 
peers, and our subordinates.

In April 2007 I attended the Lilly 
East conference at the University 

of Delaware—a great conference 
to learn about teaching and learn-
ing. In a lunch-time drawing, 
I won a book titled, Chalk Talk: 
E-Advice from Jonas Chalk. Jonas 
Chalk turned out to be a construct: 
a group of faculty in engineering, 
science and math from Northeast-
ern University who wrote advice 
columns that were distributed by 
the university’s Center for Effec-
tive University Teaching. The book 
was particularly helpful, since I 
teach a finance course, which is 
essentially a math course. The 
book compiled the e-columns and 
divided them into topics, includ-
ing teaching freshmen, handling 
the first class of the term, handling 
problem students, class manage-
ment, handling diversity among 
students, grading, and working 
with teaching assistants.

The book is filled with quick 
tips. For example, it notes that you 
may get  better student responses 
if you ask them, “What are your 
questions now?” rather than,  “Are 
there any questions?” Other tips  
include how to schedule office 
hours across two class periods 
so more students can attend, and 
how to conduct a mid-semester 
class evaluation.

Each chapter focuses on a topic 
and lists related books, articles 
and web sites for those who want 
to delve further into the subject.
An area  I intend to explore more 
is testing. I teach 500 students a 
semester and use multiple-choice 
exams, something that is not 
satisfactory for either me or my 
students. For example, under 
my current system, students get 
the same credit for answering a 
10-second concept question as 
for answering a more complex 
problem. This book provides 
resources about writing good 
multiple-choice questions, and 
about what to do if an exam turns 
out to be longer and harder than 
you anticipated.

So, for some quick tips, particu-
larly for those teaching quantitative 
classes, this book is a great resource!

under his direction the program has 
seen a dramatic transformation both 
in size and quality. Because of his vi-
sion and hard work, the Department 
of Mechanical Engineering received 
two prestigious Graduate Assis-
tance in Areas of National Need 
Awards from the U.S. Department 
of Education. However, teaching 
undergraduates remains one of his 
priorities. 
Mary Kay Vaughan, Professor of 
History and affiliate of the Latin 
American Studies Center, UMCP, 
has received a 2008 Guggenheim 
Fellowship to complete a book en-
titled “Pepe in the Enchanted City: 
Intimate Paths to Mexico 1968.” This 

biography of prominent Mexican 
painter José Zuniga allows her to 
explore the education—schooling, 
family, church, radio, movies, rec-
reational centers—that contributed 
to a new generational attitude in 
Mexico City youth. A historian of 
modern Mexican education, gender 
and culture, her monograph Cultural 
Politics in Revolution: Teachers, Peas-
ants, and Schools in Mexico, 1930-1940 
(1997) won the Herbert Eugene 
Bolton Prize for best book in Latin 
American History in 1997, and the 
Bryce Wood Award from the Latin 
American Studies Association for 
the best English-language book on 
Latin America in that year.

Reading Minds is edited by members of the Academy for Excellence in Teaching and 
Learning (AETL), a community of faculty scholars at UMCP committed to fostering 
a culture of excellence in teaching and learning (http://www.aetl.umd.edu). AETL 
welcomes book reviews from faculty members. Send your review to aetlbooks@umd.edu.

Reading Minds
AETL Book Review Column

Team of  Rivals: The Political 
Genius of  Abraham Lincoln

Chalk Talk: E-advice from 
Jonas Chalk
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LEAFHouse came into being as 
the University of Maryland’s 
entry in the 2007 Solar De-

cathlon, organized by the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE). The 
Solar Decathlon has three goals: to 
educate future leaders in the pro-
cess of integrated design; to inform 
the public about environmentally 
sound, sustainable construction; 
and to promote energy efficiency 
and solar technologies. University 
teams design and build small, ener-
gy-efficient houses powered totally 
by solar energy. The houses are open 
to the public for two weeks on the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C. 
The Decathlon’s ten contests mea-
sure the houses’ performance and 
appeal as well as the teams’ ability to 
communicate their vision. Accord-
ing to DOE estimates, more than 
150,000 people visited the 20 houses 
of the 2007 Solar Decathlon. 

Maryland took 2nd place overall 
and won the People’s Choice Award. 
We placed 1st or 2nd in half of 
the individual competitions: 2nd 
in architecture, 2nd in market vi-
ability, 1st in communications, 2nd 
in lighting (but 1st in the Lighting 
Jury), and 1st in energy balance. 
LEAFHouse also won honors from 
industry groups: ASHRAE’s Inte-
gration for Renewables for Sustain-
able Living and NAHB’s Marketing 
Curb Appeal Award. Coincident 
with the Solar Decathlon in October 
2007, LEAFHouse won the PVAIA 
Chapter’s Special Award for the 
Advancement of the Art and Science 
of Architecture. And, on January of 
this year, LEAFHouse Team was 

invited to the Maryland State House 
to receive binding resolutions from 
the state Senate and House, com-
mending the work of the Team.

The competition provided the 
opportunity to create a learning en-
vironment that would reach beyond 
the students, faculty members, and 
practitioners who came together to 
exchange ideas and create a build-
ing, a landscape, an environment, 
and a place.

Spanning two years, the LEAF-
House enterprise entailed the cre-
ation of specific curricular struc-
tures to successfully conceive, 
design, build, and deliver this 800 
square feet house totally powered 
by the sun. Continuing the tradition 
of building on UM’s lessons learned 
in the 2002 and 2005 Solar Decath-
lons, we set out to design, teach, 
and learn a collaborative process. 
Rather than a template or checklist 
approach, this sustainable design 
process would require that the 
building and its site be considered 
holistically, as a system. To achieve 
this vision, we designed a sequence 

of classes, a network of profession-
al/trades mentors, and an inclusive 
“flat hierarchy” team management 
structure. Our approach created an 
environment that allowed students, 
faculty members, and professionals 
from engineering, architecture, and 
other fields to articulate a vision, 
research, invent, design, and build 
as an integrated team.

Our classes had to satisfy mul-
tiple objectives: provide up-to-date 
information on sustainable design 
principles; encourage student-di-
rected exploration and learning; 
satisfy degree requirements for en-
gineering and architecture students; 
and accommodate both undergrad-
uate and graduate students. Finally, 
we wished to make the project and 
its classes available to students from 
any discipline. Our solution was to 
employ two models: a design stu-
dio format and a seminar/”special 
problems” format. 

The LEAFHouse curriculum 
engaged more than 30 professional 
and trade mentors, including: hy-
drologists; engineers (environmen-
tal, civil, mechanical, computer, 
electrical, and those specializing 
in energy modeling); landscape 
architects; construction managers; 
project managers; marketing con-
sultants; communications/media 
advisers; as well as trade mentors 
such as master electricians and 
plumbers; cabinet makers; and 
roofing specialists.

In addition to several dozen 
Team Leaders, more than 200 
students from across eight col-
leges/schools were involved in the 

conception, execution, competition, 
and communications efforts. The 
leadership structure was designed 
to be inclusive, to incorporate both 
the academic and professional 
worlds, and to listen to voices both 
experienced and fresh. LEAFHouse 
had a three-part leadership struc-
ture including student leaders, 
faculty advisors, and mentors. 
Leaders were considered centers in 
a web of information and responsi-
bility, rather than levels in a chain of 
command. As this “flat hierarchy” 
evolved, it became apparent that 
the LEAFHouse principles them-
selves had become the touchstone 
for all decisionmaking—in effect, 
rather than a person, the principles 
themselves became the “Project 
Manager.”

This interdisciplinary team-
work resulted in an integrated 
whole, a house in which archi-
tecture and engineering elements 
complement and complete each 
other. The overall design of LEAF-
House reflects three central prin-
ciples:

It is connected to the natural 
world;

It is flexible at many scales; 
and

It uses energy efficiency as a 
central form-giver. 

Our inspiration, the leaf, is 
nature's original mechanism for 
converting sunlight into useful 
energy as the base of the food 
web. Photovoltaic panels copy this 
natural wonder, capturing solar 
radiation as electrical power, a 
basic need of today’s households. 
“LEAF” also stands for “Leading 
Everyone to an Abundant Future,” 
reflecting the team’s conviction 
that solar energy is key to a high 
quality of life. LEAFHouse cel-
ebrates nature's abundance while 
having a light touch. 

Both the integrated team pro-
cess and the constructed outcome 
of LEAFHouse have had substan-
tial impact on the Team, those 
who interacted with the Team 
as mentors, observers, workshop 
participants, and visitors to the 
Solar Decathlon. It changed the 
lives and life directions for stu-
dents entering their fields and dis-
ciplines, inculcating an ethic and a 
way of working that became their 
baseline expectations of integrated 
teamwork and holistic thinking 
about the built environment. Fur-
ther, several projects or initiatives 
have emerged during and after the 
LEAFHouse enterprise, including: 
1) The Discovery Channel filmed 
the LEAFHouse Team for a pilot 
episode of a new series called 
Planet Green—the episode aired 

17 December 2007; 2) 
one part of the Team is 
continuing with a pat-
ent and business plan 
for the Liquid Desiccant 
Waterfall, a combina-
tion thermal comfort 
and aesthetic feature; 
3) another part of the 
Team is continuing the 
design of the house, 
working with Empyre-
an International LLC on 
scaling up LEAFHouse 
to become a marketable 
prototype of a prefabri-
cated, environmentally 
sophisticated home; 

and 4) another group is working 
with an enterprise institute at 
the university to see how ver-
sions of the house can be part of 
renewable energy and focused 
economic development strategies 
for the state.

LEAFHouse returned home to 
the university campus, where it 
will serve as a Chapter House for 
the Potomac Valley Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects. 
In partnership with the Team, the 
chapter’s stewardship of LEAF-
House will continue the mission 
that the Team began: educating 
as many people as possible about 
Leading Everyone to an Abundant 
Future. LEAFHouse is currently 
awaiting its permanent foundation 
and is scheduled to be available for 
public tours this Spring.

•

•

•

LEAFHouse

MILLER AT TOWSON

I recently had a great adventure 
as a visiting artist and educator 
at Towson University leading 

an intensive weeklong perfor-
mance workshop residency with 
the MFA Theater students. Much 
of my work as a teacher and a solo 
performer is an exploration of the 
body as a site of memory, self and 
creativity. I am particularly drawn 
to a discourse of the body as the 
primary battleground on which 
our identities are marked by race, 
gender, ability, age, sexual orien-
tation, class and the commodity 
of “looks.” The awareness of this 
struggle leads us to new possi-
bilities for the creation of original 
performance work. 

The basis of my pedagogy is 
the exploration of our embodied 
experience as a prime avenue for 
narrative and transformation. I am 
especially interested in the meta-
phors, pleasure places and stories 
that mark our bodies. This skin, 
meat, and bones within which 
we live are mysterious satellite 
dishes receiving signals from our 
past as well as the subtle stirred 
imaginings of the future. I believe 
that growing up in this society, we 
are all veterans of a non-stop set 
of assaults on our wholeness and 
sense of physical self. I think this 
war has left scars all over our skin. 
In our muscles and meat. In our 
hearts and brains.

The first time I work with a 
group of people, I will frequently 
seek to draw some of these body-
narratives forward. I work with 
all different kinds of people, from 
the MFA students at Towson or the 
many other universities where I 
teach to more community-based 
settings with my gay men’s per-
formance workshops that I lead all 
over the world. I find the different 
sites where I teach surprisingly 
similar; all are struggling with 
the same material: the challenge 
to claim body and identity amid a 
culture that has other plans.

I walk into the room to be-
gin the workshop—with a head 
stuffed with questions. How to 
begin this work? What can I hope 
to achieve? Who are these people? 
These actors and artists. These 
humans. How can I start to get 
their juices to flow? Their risk-
taking nature to come forward? 

Tim Miller is one of the country’s 
most prominent performance artist. 
Recently, he spent a week working 
with students in the Department of 
Theater at Towson University. The 
Faculty Voice asked him to write 
about the experience.

Their courage to let their hearts 
be more open? What nerve I 
have to ask them to look into 
the abyss. Teaching people to 
perform is asking them to enter 
a series of embodied experi-
ences of light, body, feeling and 
breath. Who the heck am I to 
think that I can do anything?

Through my work, I try to 
share a variety of strategies to 
create performance from the 
tremendous energies that are 
present in our lives as we live 
them. I believe the journeys 
through our lives offer us crucial 
opportunities to know ourselves 
more truly and to create a cul-
ture of witness that is crucial to 
becoming a human being. I will 
ask the group to look under their 
big rocks and find the hot and 
wet places of their stories, and 
dreams and myths. I ask them to 
own their fierce living and bring 
that forward to be witnessed.

The artists I worked with 
in the Towson graduate the-
ater program jumped with 
heads and hearts blazing. For 
the original ensemble perfor-
mance, we created a work en-
titled (son)—which carried the 
phonetic multiple meanings 
of “sewn” and “sown.” From 
Monique’s powerful piece chart-
ing the challenges of navigat-
ing a hearing world to David’s 
performance marking his on-
going journey as a gay man, all 
the performers’ work marked 
deeply specific and fierce spaces 
of what it is to be a human in this 
unsettled time.

Our culture, as we live and 
breathe in it, conspires to erase 
our uniqueness and our in-
dividual creative wholeness. 
There are a million signals that 
we receive that tells us our lives 
do not matter, our bodies are 
not worthy, our stories are of 
no consequence. The body en-
livened by its stories becomes 
a much more articulate vehicle 
for expression. The human be-
ing conscious of the narratives 
within them is more ready to 
claim power over their em-
bodied experience. Our broken 
places on the body can also let a 
little light in. They are the setting 
for major revelations about self. 
Knowing the warfare that has 
surrounded your body—and 
transforming it creatively—pre-
pares you for this raw activity of 
being a human being. 

The LEAFHouse 
 Leading Everyone to an Abundant Future

Note: Key faculty members involved in the LEAF-
House project are: Amy E. Gardner, Principal 
Investigator (School of Architecture, Planning & 
Preservation, UMCP); Kaye Brubaker, Co-Inves-
tigator ( A. James Clark School of Engineering, 
UMCP); and Julie Gabrielli, Faculty Adviser (School 
of Architecture, Planning & Preservation, UMCP).

Photo: Tim Miller (at left) with student at 
rehearsal.
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The UniversiTy of Maryland in China
The Early Years

UM         China
An International Programs Perspective

By Saúl Sosnowski
Associate Provost for International 
Affairs and Director of the Office of 
International Programs, UMCP

As the unit charged with 
coordinating and fostering 
the University’s various 

international cooperative link-
ages and initiatives, the Office of 
International Programs (OIP) has 
played a seminal role in the de-
velopment and extension of UM’s 
ties to China. As with most UM 
international initiatives, practi-
cally all of OIP’s constituent units 
have distinct levels of responsibil-
ity in supporting and furthering 
UM-China ties. In China’s case, 
however, OIP’s involvement is 
further intensified by two China-
specific OIP units: the Confucius 
Institute of Maryland (CIM) and 
the Institute for Global Chinese 
Affairs (IGCA).

Among the more than 200 UM 
partnerships with universities and 
governmental entities worldwide 
centralized in OIP, about a fourth 
are with Chinese institutions. This 
fact in itself speaks of Maryland’s 
close ties to China, the result of a 
sustained policy of advancing and 
strengthening College Park’s pres-
ence and influence with the lead-
ing Chinese institutions of higher 
learning, and with the PRC minis-
tries of Education and of Science 
and Technology. President Mote 
has been particularly active in this 
effort, traveling to China with a fre-
quency accorded no other country. 
OIP offers advice and makes the 

students directly enroll at Chinese 
universities for a semester or year 
of study or participate in one of our 
exchange or partner programs in 
Chengdu or Shanghai. 

The Chinese Embassy regularly 
includes UM among the limited 
number of U.S. higher education 
institutions to which it offers a 
prestigious Chinese Government 
Scholarship for a student with a 
minimum of two years of Chinese 
language training. The students 
selected, based upon a competi-
tion, spend a year at a Chinese 

university pursuing further spe-
cialization work. 

Another mark of the strong 
UM-China connection is the large 
number of students and scholars 
from China who have come here 
over the years. Home to thousands 
of international students annu-
ally, UM has long been one of the 
destinations of choice for China’s 
best graduates wishing to pursue 

master’s and doctoral degrees. 
The Chinese student contingent, 
over 1,000, is often the largest 
among the over 150 countries 
represented.

Two China-specific units that 
are part of OIP are crucial for UM’s 
relations with China. The Institute 
for Global Chinese Affairs (IGCA) 
is the United States’ only univer-
sity-based comprehensive training 
institute exclusively for Chinese 
professionals. Since its founding 
over a decade ago, IGCA has 
provided long-term, non-degree 
training for over 1,000 Chinese 
professionals from 11 provinces 
and such cities as Beijing, Shanghai 
and Guangzhou. Drawing on its 
broad expertise in China affairs, 
IGCA marshals the academic and 
institutional resources of the Uni-
versity of Maryland and greater 
Washington D.C. to help China 
reach its development goals and 
promote stable U.S.-China rela-
tions. IGCA also serves as a univer-
sity- and state-wide consultancy 
on China initiatives and provides 
translation services for public 
educators. It focuses on six pro-
gram areas: public management, 
educational administration, in-
frastructure development, energy 
and environmental management, 
consumer product safety, and pub-
lic fitness. It also provides briefings 
and training courses on China af-
fairs for American executives and 
public administrators, bilingual 
translation services for Chinese 
and American cultural institutions, 
government agencies, NGOs, and 
professional associations, and 
U.S.-China academic exchanges, 
media, and cultural program-
ming consulting services. IGCA 
graduates are among UM’s most 
enthusiastic and grateful alumni. 
As IGCA graduates are promoted 

to positions of greater influence, 
UM’s reputation and network 
within China continue to grow. 

The establishment of the Con-
fucius Institute of Maryland (CIM) 
serves as the most eloquent state-
ment of the recognition UM has 
earned in China’s educational and 
diplomatic circles: UM was the 
first institution in the U.S. to be 
asked to be home to one of these 
centers. CIM promotes the study 
and research of Chinese language, 
culture, and philosophy, and it 
advances the understanding of 
China today. It provides non-credit 
Chinese language instruction for 
professional and personal use and 
enrichment, and conducts a stimu-
lating variety of lectures, seminars, 
and discussions on aspects of 
Chinese society, art, education, 
history, ethics, and politics. CIM 
offers non-credit Chinese language 
instruction at many levels, from 
beginning to advanced, including 
conversational and intensive class-
es, taught in multiple locations; 
scholarly and timely programs 
which draw a wide and vibrant 
audience from the university and 
surrounding area; a unique ex-
perience in culture and language 
to youngsters through Summer 
camps; annual language competi-
tions; and teacher-training and 
language proficiency testing for 
regional Chinese language teach-
ers. CIM also conducts research on 
curriculum and teaching methods, 
and it is involved in teacher train-
ing for Chinese language learning 
in a non-native language environ-
ment.

In sum, the China-related activ-
ities of the Office of International 
Programs and its constituent units 
operate at both the macro and 
micro levels in support of faculty, 
students, and administrators.

By William “Brit” Kirwan
Chancellor, University System of Maryland

The University of Maryland’s 
extensive relations with in-
stitutions in China had their 

beginning in the early 1980s. On 
January 1, 1979, President Jimmy 
Carter transferred U.S. diplomatic 
relations from the Republic of 
China (ROC) in Taiwan to the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
in Beijing. That fall, Wan Li, gov-
ernor of China’s Anhui Province, 
led a delegation to visit Maryland 
at the invitation of the governor, 
Harry Hughes. The next year, 
Governor Hughes led a Maryland 
delegation on a reciprocal visit to 
China. This was the nation’s first 
state delegation to visit China 
following the normalization of 
relations. The delegation included 
John Toll, president of the Univer-
sity of Maryland, which was a five 
campus system at that time; the 
trip was planned and guided by 
Professor Chuan Sheng Liu of our 
Physics department. Chuan was 
born in China but grew up in Tai-
wan and had high level contacts in 
both the PRC and the ROC.

During this trip, Governor 
Hughes and Governor Li estab-
lished a sister state relationship 

between Maryland and Anhui 
Province. This province, located 
in southeast China, is home to 
one of China’s most prestigious 
universities, the University of Sci-
ence and Technology, which was 
founded by the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences and which was 
relocated from Beijing to Anhui 
during the Cultural Revolution. 
The Governor Li later became Vice 
Premier under Deng Xiaoping 
and is credited for leading many 
of the economic and democratic 
reforms following the normaliza-
tion of relations with the U.S. Vice 
Premier Li even fell out of favor 
briefly with the PRC leadership 
because of his support for the 
students during the Tiananmen 
Square protests.

In 1981, Robert Gluckstern, 
Chancellor (the title of the cam-
pus head at the time) of UM led 
a delegation to China as a follow-
up to Governor Hughes’ visit. 
This trip, hosted by the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and the 
University of Science and Tech-
nology, was also organized and 
guided by Chuan Liu. In addition 
to Bob Gluckstern, the delegation 
included George Dieter, Dean 
of the College of Engineering, 
Joe Silverman, Director of the 
Institute for Physical Science and 

 
 

 
 

Technology, Robert Park, Chair of 
the Department of Physics, and 
me as Chair of the Department 
of Mathematics.

On this trip, formal relations 
were established between the 
university and several leading 
Chinese universities, including 
the University of Science and 
Technology, Beijing University, 
and Fudan University. The fol-
lowing year a delegation from 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
and several universities visited 
the University of Maryland to 
further solidify the relations and 
develop the details of more formal 
exchange programs.

Over the next 15 years, many 
faculty exchange visits took place 
between UM and our partners in 
China. One especially memorable 
visit took place in the mid-1990s 
when I had the privilege of award-
ing an honorary degree to Vice 
Premier Wan Li at a ceremony 
in the Great Hall of the People’s 
Republic of China.

It is important to note that 
throughout this period, UM’s 
relationships with Taiwan uni-
versities grew and prospered, 
thanks in large parts to the great 
number of UM alums there and 
the efforts of Chuan Liu.  Part-
nerships were established with 

the most prestigious universities 
in Taiwan, including National 
Taiwan University and the Tai-
wan’s Academia Sinica. Another 
major resource in building these 
relationships was Ambassador 
James Lilley, perhaps the world’s 
foremost expert on Chinese-
American diplomatic relations. 
Jim Lilley helped us create the In-
stitute for Global Chinese Affairs 
(IGCA) at UM and was its first 
director. It was at this time that 
the university also created the 

necessary arrangements to advance 
the University’s goals. 

While technology has greatly 
facilitated communication and a 
prompt exchange of views and 
proposals, nothing takes the place 
of face-to-face meetings and the 
development of a personal rapport 
among leaders and decisionmak-
ers. It is worth remembering that 
it is the President’s leadership and 
physical presence in China that 
carries the weight of the institu-
tion and its values as he negotiates 
with foreign dignitaries and with 
his counterparts among UM’s 
international peers. These travels 
pave the way for follow-up work 
by deans and faculty members  
that underscores the University’s 
commitment. Concrete examples 
include the development of UM 
programs with Chinese institu-
tions and, most recently, an ex-
citing “2 plus 2 program” for 
undergraduates developed by the 
College of Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resources (AGNR) and China 
Agricultural University (CAU), the 
top institution in the field. AGNR 
will welcome up to 20 CAU trans-
fer students in the Fall to complete 
their degrees at UM.

The number of UM students 
studying in China has increased 
each year, with almost 100 under-
graduates participating in a variety 
of programs during the 2007-2008 
academic year. UM faculty mem-
bers have led short-term programs 
with students to analyze martial 
arts, discuss business practices and 
explore Confucius’ China. Other 

Among the more than 200 
UM partnerships with uni-
versities and governmental 
entities worldwide central-
ized in the Office of Inter-
national Programs, about 
a fourth are with Chinese 
institutions. This fact in itself 
speaks of Maryland’s close 
ties to China....

Taiwan Alumni Association, the 
first international alumni group 
in the university’s history.  

Clearly, the university ben-
efits to this day from the vision, 
determination and initiative of 
Governor Hughes, John Toll and 
Bob Gluckstern and from their 
efforts to gain an early foothold 
in building relations in China.  It 
also has benefited immeasurably 
from Chuan Liu’s knowledge, 
diplomatic skills and personal 
contacts in China and Taiwan.   

Chancellor Kirwan (fourth from left in front row) awarded China’s Vice Premier Wan Li (right of Kirwan) 
an Honorary Doctoral Degree in China in 1994. Chuan Liu (front row left) facilitated this event.

COUrteSy Of CHUaN SHeNg liU
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Towards MUTUal 
UndersTanding & respeCT
By Xin Zhong
Renmin University, Beijing
Visiting Scholar, UMCP

 
 

 
 

I came from China’s Renmin Uni-
versity in Beijing to UMCP last 
October as a visiting scholar at the 

Philip Merrill College of Journalism. 
I still remember the first day I went 
to the campus by UM-Shuttle. I was 
so excited to meet a Chinese student. 
Later on, I saw quite a few Asian 
faces speaking Chinese on the shuttle. 
Then, I heard the joke, “UMCP stands 
for University with Many Chinese 
People.”

As a journalism and communi-
cation scholar, I fully understand 
how important and irreplaceable 
the face-to-face communication and 
field observation are in the mediated 
world where reporters select facts 
based on their own understanding 
of news value and therefore can tell 
only a part of the story. Language 
is an important component of un-
derstanding as well; it is central to 
understanding another culture and 
therefore to avoid media bias (to 
certain extent). So I greatly appreciate 
all University of Maryland has done 
to enhance exchanges and coopera-
tion between the USA and China. I 
especially want to express my sincere 
appreciation to President Dan Mote, 
who addressed himself as a big fan 
of China according to the Chinese 
students I have come to know.

Of course, there is more that can 
be done. On April 9, 2008, I was in-
vited to write an article for this China 
symposium of the Faculty Voice. On 
the same day, the Beijing Olympic 
torch was being carried through San 
Francisco accompanied by dramatic 
anti-China and pro-China protests. 
What a coincidence! 

I have kept a close watch on 
the controversies. It is obvious that 
many commentators don’t take it 
as a conflict between the Chinese 
government and the Dalai Lama, 
but a conflict between China and 
the West headed by the USA. China 
wants to use the Olympics to show 
its economic and other developments 
to the world, and many report-
ers regard the 2008 Olympics the 
most important one in the past 70 
years—really a “coming out” party 
for China. With this goal, China has 
concentrated on the preparation for 
the Games including educating its 
public about the Olympics and teach-
ing many people basic English. It 
wants to be a perfect host. However, 
many people in the West (including, 
of course, reporters) want to use the 
Olympics to push China to improve 
its human rights records, to enhance 
its freedom and democracy. 

Some commentators point out 
that the critics of China are know-
ingly or otherwise supporting a 
policy of containment due to a fear of 
China’s rising. However, the Western 
media have told the wrong story 
about the history of Tibet according 
to China’s historical records. The 
focus on the Tibetan and anti-China 
protests “demonized China” accord-
ing to Fu Ying, China’s ambassador 
to London. I think that the Western 
media have ignored the good inten-
tions and great efforts and sincerity 
of the Chinese people—including 
overseas Chinese—to host and wel-
come guests from around the world, 
which makes Chinese people feel that 
the West does not treat China with 
equality and respect.

Furthermore, Chinese oppo-
sition to Tibetan independence 
and enthusiastic support of the 
Olympics made some people in 
the West believe that all the Chi-
nese were brainwashed by the 
Chinese government. Of course, 
some Chinese people and others 
may think that people in the West 
were brainwashed by their own 
media since they are their primary 
source of information about foreign 
countries. This two-way image of 
brainwashing certainly does not 
contribute to understanding, and 
diminishes years of positive efforts 
made by both sides—especially by 
those in charge of Chinese-Western 
exchange programs. “The wall 
that stands in China’s way to the 
world is thick; a sincere heart has 
not been enough to ensure China’s 
smooth integration with the world. 
The torch will carry on, and the 
journey will educate the more than 
a billion Chinese people about the 
world, and the world about China.” 
These are the realistic yet hopeful 
comments of China’s ambassador 
to London. Obviously, there is still 
a long way to go to make the two 
worlds sincerely understand and 
respect each other. Some of the 
programs in Maryland contribute 
to a shortening of that long way.

This summer, I will return to 
China with reference books, data, 
published articles in English, new 
contacts list, and much better 
understanding of the higher educa-
tion system, the people and the so-
ciety of USA. In the past academic 
year, I have tried to make best use 
of every day and every opportunity 
to expose myself to the classrooms, 
the libraries, and the workshops. 
I have made many face-to-face 
in-depth talks with professors and 
students about American media 
and journalism education in the age 
of globalization. I have benefited a 
lot from field trips to different me-
dia in Washington D.C. area. The 
United State is no longer an abstract 
map in my eye. It is full of texture 
and complexity in my mind now. I 
hope many people from Maryland 
will visit China, have a good time, 
and then return to the USA with a 
better understanding of my coun-
try and its people as well.

whaT do They do wiTh China?
Some Maryland Scholars at Work 

ErlE Ellis
China’s Rural Landscape

Since 1993, Erle Ellis, Associate 
Professor, Department of Geogra-
phy & Environmental Systems, 
UMBC, has been investigating 
long-term ecological changes in 
rural China together with col-
leagues at the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences and China Agricul-
tural University. Supported by 
a U.S. NSF postdoctoral fellow-
ship, Ellis’s first work in China 
investigated the nitrogen cycle 
of villages in the Yangtze Plain, 
where he discovered that the 
ancient agricultural ecosystems 
he set out to study had already 
been transformed by unprece-
dented economic and population 
growth and by the introduction 
of industrial technologies such as 
fossil fuels and synthetic nitrogen 
fertilizers. Convinced that the 
environmental impacts of these 
changes, which include not only 
severe water pollution but also 
greenhouse gas emissions, must 
extend far beyond the 800 million 
rural people involved in causing 
these changes across more than 
2 million square kilometers of 
land, he then gained NSF sup-
port for a collaborative field 
study of these changes across 
rural China, combining the use 
of World War II aerial photo-
graphs with high-resolution 
satellite imagery, household 
surveys, interviews with elders, 
and measurements on soils and 
vegetation. Fieldwork is now 
complete on this project, which 
has already yielded some surpris-
ing results, including long-term 
increases in tree cover in paral-
lel with increases in population 
density, and increases in builtup 
impervious surface areas that far 
exceed those of China’s cities.

Qing shEn
Urban Studies in China

Qing Shen, Professor of 
Urban Studies and Planning, 
UMCP, was appointed in 2005 
by the President of Nanjing 
University in China as the first 
holder of Siyuan Chair Profes-
sorship, a prestigious visiting 
position. Since then, he has spent 
1-2 months each year working 
at Nanjing University, where 
he has engaged in a wide range 
of academic activities. He has 
taught courses, given lectures, 
co-supervised Ph.D. disserta-
tions and served on Master’s the-
sis committees, and worked with 
faculty and graduate students on 
research projects. Through teach-
ing, in which English is used 

There are perhaps hundreds of 
China-focused research projects 
at Maryland’s public universities. 
In this issue’s pages, we report a 
sample of them, some at length 
and others briefly. Below are some 
brief reports of research that have 
come to our attention.

for instruction, he has helped 
students at Nanjing University to 
become familiar with the current 
international literature on urban 
planning, and understand some 
key issues in urban planning 
research and practice in the U.S. 
By undertaking joint research on 
urban planning issues in China, 
on the other hand, he has been 
learning about the great oppor-
tunities and challenges facing 
Chinese cities, as they continue 
to grow at a remarkable pace. 
He is currently participating 
in a project aimed at examin-
ing the relationship between 
socioeconomic development 
and water pollution for Huaihe 
Basin, a region with 160 million 
people. In addition to teaching, 
research, and student advising, 
he has given advice to admin-
istrators and faculty at Nanjing 
University on issues regarding 
research fund allocation, junior 
faculty development, and faculty 
performance evaluation.

DEborah Cai
Communication in China

Deborah Cai, Associate Pro-
fessor, Department of Commu-
nication, UMCP, lived in China 
for two years in the mid-80s 
while she was teaching English 
and American culture at what 
was then known as Jiangxi Uni-
versity (now called Nanchang 
University).  “Teaching Ameri-
can culture in China gave me the 
opportunity to closely compare 
what I was teaching about my 
own culture with the culture I 
was living in at the time,” says 
Cai, who is an expert on Chi-
nese culture and its influence on 
communication in interpersonal, 
negotiation, and organizational 
contexts. Much of her research 
in intercultural communication 
has focused on the influence of 
culture on business negotiation, 
decisionmaking processes, and 
interpersonal conflict manage-
ment. 

Working with her graduate 
students, who come from many 
countries including China, she 
has developed and tested inter-
cultural theory by comparing 
U.S. and China on the differences 
in transitive and intransitive 
social networks in the U.S. and 
China, on the role of obligations 
in interpersonal relationships, 
on planning processes used 
in negotiation, on avoidance 
and conflict behaviors, and on 
decisionmaking processes used 
within and between the two 
cultures. In addition to research 
on negotiation and conflict, she 
worked with one of her doctoral 
students to head up a project 
that reviewed four major online 
Chinese newspapers, analyz-
ing eleven months of trends in 
the portrayal of U.S. business, 
politics, economics, military, and 
culture for the U.S.-China Com-
mission in Washington, D.C.  

Cai continues to conduct 
research and teach in China 
and around Asia. In 2004, she 

traveled as a member of a small 
group of scholars from the Uni-
versity of Maryland invited by 
the Taiwan Ministry of Education 
and Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to observe the Taiwan elections. 
She has taught cross-cultural 
management for the R.H. Smith 
Business School’s EMBA pro-
grams in Beijing and Tianjin, and 
she has trained many Chinese 
business and political leaders 
that have come to the University 
of Maryland’s Institute for Global 
Chinese Affairs.

ChEngri Ding
China Land Policy

For the past eight years, Chen-
gri Ding, Professor of Urban 
Studies and Planning, UMCP 
and also head of the China Land 
Policy Program for the National 
Center for Smart Growth Re-
search and Education, has been 
assisting government officials 
and scholars in China with pro-
grams to cope with massive 
urban growth, transformation to-
wards a market-based economy, 
and the consequent planning 
problems .

The remarkable successes 
China has achieved on the 
economic front have not been 
matched by the same pace of 
change in institutional and ad-
ministrative reforms. One ex-
ample is the nation’s outdated 
urban planning approaches, 
which have been criticized for 
contributing to the development 
of unworkable urban forms, cha-
otic and uncoordinated land de-
velopment, leapfrogging urban 
sprawl, and patterns that have 
been detrimental to the environ-
ment, to those with low incomes, 
and to the preservation of criti-
cally important, food-producing 
farmland.  

Ding, along with his col-
leagues, have assisted in the 2004 
revision of the Beijing Urban 
Master Plan, which marked the 
first time that Western scholars 
have had a chance to be involved 
in such a project.

Ding is now collaborating 
with the National Development 
and Reform Commission as 
well as with The World Bank 
on technical assistance that will 
better align planning reform with 
emerging markets. The purposes 
of this project are two-fold: First, 
it aims at sorting out the divi-
sion of labor of government and 
planners on the one hand, and 
economic markets on the other, 
with the goal of promoting effi-
ciency in urban growth. Second, 
it aims to demonstrate how the 
application of sophisticated plan-
ning techniques and methods 
can deal with the uncertainty of 
future growth, produce coordi-
nated urban forms, and allocate 
scarce resources among compet-
ing uses. This project, which is 
still under development, is the 
continuation of the Beijing Proj-
ect that has already produced 
remarkable influences on urban 
planning practices in China.

falling WaTer

Kit-Keung Kan (Bethesda, MD)
Ink on Paper, 26 1/4” x 53 1/2”
Art and Dreams exhibit, UMUC
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If the Merrill College of Journalism succeeds 
in establishing a Master of Arts degree 
at Zhejiang University (ZU) in China, it 

will be historically significant—the first of 
its kind. The “if” is still large. The issue isn’t 
the University’s relationship with China’s 
higher education. Other programs in China 
are already in place—for example, criminal 
Justice in Nanjing and business in Shanghai. 
But journalism is another matter. Unlike many 
other areas of study, the media system, laws, 
and history of China are very different from 
America’s, and some would be quick to say it 
will never be possible to bridge the gap.

But we feel the effort is worthwhile for 
both sides, for two reasons. Journalists on both 
sides will need an ever larger understanding of 
each other, requiring a knowledgeable faculty 
and students willing to learn about China and 
America. After all, news from each of these two 
countries will dominate the media throughout 
the 21st Century. And secondly, the relationship 
between the two countries will increasingly re-
quire dialogue and cross-cultural sensitivity.  

Although the Merrill College’s negotiations 
have been difficult and lengthy, we have now 
come a long way since 2002 when we started. 
One by one we’ve overcome roadblocks on 
both sides. The College expects a joint proposal 
for the degree program to be submitted to 
provincial and national education ministries 
very soon.

What we have proposed is one-year Mas-
ter’s degree to be offered at ZU in Hangzhou. 
The program has been designed so it can be car-
ried out by Maryland faculty, in China, without 
unduly interrupting their normal teaching 
schedule in College Park. It will consist of 10 
graduate courses (three credits each) taken in 
sequence, followed by six hours of research 
credit for writing a thesis. The courses will be 
the same as those offered here, but in a more 
concentrated time frame.

In the first year, we’ll admit only 30 stu-
dents, all taking the same 10 courses, one 
each month.  In the first week for each course, 
students will be given assigned readings online 
by a Maryland professor.  The professor will 
then travel to China for the second and third 
week, to conduct intensive class work: lectures, 
discussion, and exercises for five hours a day, 
five days a week, a total of 50 hours in class for 
each course. The professor will then return to 
his or her normal schedule in College Park, 
while the students spend the fourth week re-
searching and writing a term paper to be sent 
to the professor online.  After 10 such courses, 
the student will use the two months of sum-
mer to research and write a thesis or extended 
journalistic paper, and will then be awarded 
Maryland’s M.A.  

Chinese students must have the equivalent 
of an American bachelor’s degree, be fluent in 
English with an acceptable TOEFL score, and 
pay standard Maryland tuition in dollars with 
a credit card (all now fairly common among 

AmericAn JournAlism educAtion 
in chinA     Is It Possible?

graduate students in China).
The plan calls for two of the courses to be 

taught by Chinese professors who have stud-
ied in the U.S. and are familiar with American 
procedures. The Maryland professors in each 
class will have the assistance of Chinese faculty 
to work with Zhejiang students.

The memorandum of understanding  
(MOU) proposes a three-year period in which 
the Merrill M.A. is offered, during which time 
the two schools will work on a follow-up that 
is a true joint degree between Maryland and 
Zhejiang. The MOU also proposes a student 
and faculty exchange, the easiest part of the 
proposal to achieve and set in place

From the outset, we will be clear about one 
thing: our goal is not to change the Chinese 
journalism system. We do not propose that 
the American way of journalism is the only 
way. After all, every country of the world has 
its own unique laws, history, and culture—as 
well as its own brand of journalism. Rather, 
our goal is simply mutual understanding. We 
have no doubt that our journalism students will 
be better journalists if they understand China, 
and the vice versa.

The degree we will offer will be the Mas-
ter of Arts, and not the Master of Journalism, 
which is the more skills-oriented graduate 
degree. The courses will deal with the broader 
and more theoretical aspects of mass com-
munication, not the laws or techniques of 
journalism—which are culture-bound.  There 
is no point in teaching American journalism 
history or law to Chinese students, but we will 
encourage understanding of each other’s differ-
ent systems, so we will emphasize comparative 
media studies. 

China’s media have changed significantly 
since Mao Zedong’s death in 1976. A climate of 
economic and social reform has been increas-
ingly reflected in media content. Until fairly re-
cently, the media were generally subsidized by 
the state, but those subsidies have been largely 
withdrawn and media are now expected to be 
self-sustaining, primarily by selling advertis-
ing. Media producers now must seek content 
that will attract audiences, which in turn will 
gain advertising and increase media competi-
tiveness, forcing them to become more vibrant, 
diverse, and relevant. 

Zhejiang University is now widely recog-
nized as one of the premier research universi-
ties in China. It is about the same size as the 
University of Maryland-College Park campus. 
It has 11 colleges on five campuses with 39,000 
full-time students. Hangzhou is one of the 
most beautiful cities in China, where it is 
often synonymous with “heaven on earth.” It 
was Marco Polo’s favorite city; he called it the 
“finest and most splendid city in the world.” 
It was Mao’s favorite, too, and he maintained 
his best residence on West Lake, the jewel of 
Hangzhou which the city surrounds. The lake 
has been the subject of poems and movies and 
is a prime tourist attraction.

Our only problem in all this is that we might 
have difficulty getting our faculty back to College 
Park after they teach at ZU in Hangzhou. But in 
the Merrill College of Journalism, we think the 
goal of this program is worth all the risks.  

Under the leadership of Dean Edward 
Montgomery, the Office of Inter-
national and Executive Programs 

(OIEP) in UMCP’s College of Behavioral and 
Social Sciences has been working with China 
on many projects. An especially successful 
example is the Master’s degree program in 
Criminal Justice, China’s only true graduate 
program in this field. It has been offered 
jointly with Nanjing Normal University in 
China since 2003. As part of the program, 
the Chinese students study in Maryland for 
six months.

Each of the graduates from the Master’s 
Degree Program has played an important 
role in justice reform in China. Current 
alumni include the president of the Jiangsu 
Judge College, the vice president of Jiangsu 
University, a chief judge of the Criminal 
Court of Jiangsu, partners of a major Chinese 
law firms, senior officials from the Ministry 
of Justice, and many more. 

In addition to its educational activities, 
OIEP also co-sponsors an annual conference 
with China’s Ministry of Justice, provides 
training throughout the year to several 
Chinese organizations, sponsors visiting 
scholars, assists Maryland faculty members 
traveling to China, and supports a Chinese 
legal book project with Thompson & West 

publishing. Later this year, OIEP will be 
holding the 5th annual conference with the 
Ministry of Justice. These conferences have 
had a significant impact on the Chinese 
judicial field, scientific research methodolo-
gies, crime control, prison management and 
community corrections. 

In terms of research, we assist faculty 
members who do research in China. For 
instance, Dr. Doris Mackenzie of the Depart-
ment of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
spent six months on a Fulbright scholar-
ship conducting research in community 
corrections, and Dr. Erve Chambers of the 
Department of Anthropology visited South 
East University of China to initiate research 
programs for his department on preserva-
tion and heritage.

OIEP also sponsors many visiting schol-
ars and training groups throughout each 
year including groups from the Ministry 
of Justice, the Ministry of Water Resources, 
East China University of Politics and Law, 
Soochow (Suzhou) University, as well as 
other governmental organizations. We think 
that Chinese alumni of the University of 
Maryland and our continuing contacts are 
in many ways making a direct impact on re-
form in China—especially the rule of law.
Note: For further information, go to http://www.oiep.umd.edu.

criminAl Justice At nAnJingConfucius 
Comes to the 
University of 
Maryland

By Ray Hiebert
Professor Emeritus and Founding Dean
College of Journalism, UMCP

ChIna & Maryland 
a Joint Venture at research Park

Since 1980, UM leaders and faculty 
members have been taking an active 
part in many mutually beneficial 

exchanges and cooperation with China.  
It is no accident that UM is one of the best 
known and highly regarded U.S. universi-
ties in China.  I feel privileged to have had 
the opportunities to accompany many of 
our UM leaders and faculty on their trips 
to China and Taiwan, and to be part of 
the efforts to make our university a great 
university producing future leaders with 
a global vision. 

My Maryland “homes” are the Confu-
cius Institute (CIM) and the Department 
of Physics at the University of Maryland. 

Many colleagues and friends have asked 
me “what does a physics professor have 
to do with Confucius and China?” The an-
swer spans my 30 years of participation in 
exchanges and collaborations with China. 
It all started in 1979 when I was invited 
by the Chinese Academy of Sciences to 
visit China and to give lectures in Beijing, 
Shanghai, Sichuan and Hefei, capital of the 
Anhui Province. The then-UMCP President 
Dr. John Toll learned about my trip and 
asked me to deliver a letter of invitation 
on behalf of Governor Hughes to Wan Li, 
the Governor of Anhui Province in China. 
It was my first trip to mainland China after 
my family left it in 1949. That trip started 
my involvement in the preparations of the 
State Government to host the first State 
visit by a Chinese Governor, the legend-
ary reformer Wan Li who later became 
China’s Vice Premier. In 1980, Governor 
Hughes led a Maryland delegation to 
pay a reciprocal visit to Anhui and China. 
President Toll and I were members of the 
delegation. A Maryland-Anhui Sister State 
Agreement was signed during the trip, lay-
ing the framework for active collaborations 

in many fields with particular emphasis on 
education and business. 

I was asked to be the director of the CIM 
when it was established by President  Mote 
in 2004, in collaboration with China’s Office 
of Chinese Language Council International. 
This was the first Confucius Institute set 
up in the U.S. in response to the growing 
interest in Chinese language learning and 
cross-cultural understanding. Now there 
are 42 Confucius Institutes in the U.S. and 
241 worldwide. 

The mission of CIM is to teach Chinese 
language and culture (non-credit courses) 
and to promote cultural understand-
ing between the Chinese and American 
people. 

CIM has a partner, Nankai University, 
a top-ranking university in China which 
provides professional support, and co-
sponsors educational programs with CIM. 
Professor James Cui, a Master Language 
Teacher from Nankai University is now at 
CIM where he serves as Associate Director 
responsible for programs related to lan-
guage teaching and community services. 
He personally trained 200 Chinese lan-
guage teachers for the mostly Maryland-
based Hope School-system, which operates 
six weekend schools teaching Chinese 
language and culture to 4,000 students. 
As a result of the certification by CIM, the 
Montgomery County School System now 
awards credits to the language courses of 
the Hope Schools. Prof. Jing Lin of the Col-
lege of Education is CIM’s other Associate 
Director, responsible for cultural education 
programs. In addition, she pioneered peace 
education on campus.

CIM has successfully conducted many 
programs in collaboration with internation-
al and federal institutions in Washington, 
D.C. With the Asian Division of the Library 
of Congress, CIM has co-sponsored two in-
ternational symposia: the Bridge of Cultures 
in 2007, commemorating the bicentennial 
of the arrival of Robert Morrison, the first 
Christian missionary to China; and in 2008, 
the Contemporary Significance of Confucian-
ism, and Its Implication for Social Harmony, 
Sustainable Development and Peace. Both 
symposia were well attended by leading 
scholars from many countries. Participants 
have found it thought-provoking to explore 
how civilizations can coexist in peace and 
how we could all work together to confront 
the grave challenges for our common 
survival. What Confucius taught over 
2500 years ago sounds relevant to today’s 
topsy-turvy world: “All ways of life should 
run their own course without colliding; 
all creatures on earth should live together 
without harming one another.” With the 
World Bank, CIM participated in the 2007 
workshop on Sustainable Development in 
China. As Director of CIM, I presented 
a paper addressing the topic of culture 
and sustainable development. Chinese 
traditional concepts of harmony between 
men and nature, and respect for nature 
expounded by Confucius and Lao Tse may 
provide an ethical basis for ecologically 
sound development.

By Kai Y. Duh
Director, China Research Park, UMCP

By Daniel Mitterhoff
Law, UMB

Praise of ConfuCius

John Shun-Chieh Wang (Potomac, MD)

Two out of a series of 23 Stone Seals based on 
an essay, Praise of Confucius, written by Scholar 
Si Ma Qian about 2,100 years ago
Art and Dreams exhibit, UMUC

 
 

 
 

The School of Law at the University of 
Maryland at Baltimore has a unique 
design for an exchange program. 

Four Maryland law students visit the Law 
School of the Central University of Finance 
and Economics, Beijing (CUFE) in the au-
tumn semesters, and four Chinese students 
visit Maryland in the Spring. Thus, the eight 
students are together for a whole academic 
year. The general idea is that, over the year of 
collaboration, students from each school will 
mentor the others, develop bonds of friend-
ship, and even engage in joint research. 
Courses range from law to language.

One amazing success of this program 
is the mentoring among the students. Last 
year was the first year of this program, but 
evidence already suggests that a unique co-
hort has developed. Because of the assistance 
the Chinese students provide to the visiting 
foreign students, the visiting students avoid 
experiencing isolation in China or the chal-
lenges getting things done in a very different 
linguistic and cultural environment. UM 

Maryland-CUFE
a Collaborative law Student Exchange

Warm Breezes over verdant Hills (detail), Wang Shimin (1592-1680)
Singed and dated 1668, when the artist was 76 years of age. This scroll was formerly in the collection of the Qianlong Emperor in Qing Dynasty 
(reigned 1736-1796), one of China’s greatest art patrons. The emperor impressed imperial seals on it as a sign of his ownership and wrote at the end 
of the scroll an inscription relating Wang Shimin to three of the most famous painters of the period. Together, they are known as the Four Wangs.

Ink and color on Paper
Handscroll,150” x 9”

Art of China collection, UMUC
Gift of the Li family

The University of Maryland—China 
Research Park (UMCRP) is a part-
nership between the University of 

Maryland and the Ministry of Science 
and Technology, People’s Republic of 
China. The mission of UMCRP is to pro-
mote collaboration and joint ventures be-
tween Chinese and Maryland companies, 
with the university playing a pivotal role 
in facilitating partnerships, providing 
physical space, supplying mentoring re-
sources, supporting research needs, and 
offering training expertise. In addition, 
the research park also provides network-
ing opportunities for partners as well as 
potential investors. Most importantly, 
it provides collaboration opportunities 
with a world-class faculty, students and 
research facilities at the university.

Maryland economy benefits from 
companies that are thriving thanks to the 
efforts of UMCRP. Chinese companies 
benefit from successful partnerships with 
both Maryland companies and the uni-
versity. Furthermore, UM faculty mem-
bers and students benefit from the intel-
lectual and cultural exchange.

The research park promotes business 
collaboration mainly in five fields where 
our university has strong research capaci-
ties: healthcare, environment, agriculture, 
energy, and fire protection. Maryland 
companies can enter the park through a 
partnership with a Chinese company or 
investor, or by creating a subsidiary with 
similar relationships. Chinese companies 
can move into the research park by relo-
cating to the U.S., creating a subsidiary in 
the U.S., or by investing in or acquiring a 
U.S. company. 

Since the establishment of the UM-
CRP, the communication and collabora-
tion between Chinese enterprises and 
Maryland companies have been very ac-
tive thanks to the involvement and assis-
tance from governments and universities 
on both sides. In her recent trip to UM in 
January 2007, Xiu Xiaoping, Deputy Di-

Law students return the kindness on this 
side of the Pacific.

Of course, there are some challenges. 
One is managing joint research between 
American and Chinese colleagues. In order 
to provide non-Chinese students greater 
access to Chinese law, especially in cut-
ting-edge areas undergoing change and 
reform—and in order to introduce Chinese 
students to the rigors of research as practiced 
in the West—we group an American student 
with a Chinese student research partner. 
The Chinese students are able to bring the 
non-Chinese students to areas of Chinese 
law and regulation otherwise inaccessible 
to the foreign student acting alone. In turn, 
the American students can guide Chinese 
students in research methodology, use of 
sources and citations, and comprehensive 
analysis. 

Diversity certainly applies to our Chi-
nese-based legal education. In the Chinese 
classroom, we have students from a range of 
countries. Last year, students from Holland, 
Germany and Thailand studied alongside 
the cohort of American and Chinese stu-
dents. This year we expect to add students 
from Mexico and Switzerland. This creates 

rector General from the TORCH Office of 
China’s Ministry of Science and Technology, 
met with university officials on campus, dis-
cussing ways of implementing the UMCRP. 
As a follow up to the meeting, in August 
2007 a delegation of university officials and 
private sector partners (led by UM Provost 
Nariman Farvardin and Vice President for 
Research Melvin Bernstein) visited China 
for the purpose of discussing participation 
in the UMCRP initiative. The delegation 
met with governmental and private sector 
leaders in the three urban areas, Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou. As a result of 
these meetings, several Chinese public enti-
ties and private companies have started to 
explore cooperation.

Collaborations with Beijing ZGC Sci-
ence Park (the powerhouse of the IT indus-
try in China), Dalian Institute of Chemical 
Physics, and Grandsoft Company Limited 
(a leading construction industry software 
provider) are three of the most recent and 
significant UMCRP developments. Delega-
tion from these institutes and companies 
will visit UM this Spring to establish their 
U.S. initiatives.

At present time, the research park plans 
to place companies in different locations 
near the university with each company be-
ing designated as “A University of Mary-
land–China Research Park Company.” 
Hopefully, as the park progresses, the com-
panies can be in one or more buildings dedi-
cated as the UMCRP.

By Chuan Sheng Liu, Director, 
Confucius Institute, UMCP*

By Cynthia Hale, Assistant Dean, College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, UMCP

maryland Blue CraB

Henry Yue-Kee Wo (Alexandria, VA)
Color and Ink on Paper, 33” x 18”

Art and Dreams exhibit, UMUC

an amazing learning environment, where 
the varied viewpoints of the students add 
to the knowledge imparted by the professor. 
CUFE is currently developing “collaborative 
partnerships” with law schools in Europe, 
modeled on our exchange program.

The Maryland-CUFE program is part of 
a larger agenda to offer improved legal edu-
cation to students in China. Traditionally, 
Chinese students are used to rote learning 
where the professor lectures and the stu-
dents listen. In a departure from this stilted 
learning tradition, the English language 
law classes we provide employ the Socratic 
method, encouraging the Chinese students 
to engage in critical analysis, and helping 
them become more comfortable speaking 
up in class.

In the CUFE program, we try to prepare 
the Chinese students for the rigor of law 
course offerings at UM Law, pushing them 
to prepare arduously for class and speak 
up (while they are still in the more familiar 
Chinese environment) before they face the 
greater challenge of studying in Baltimore. 
Not surprisingly, the Chinese students 
bemoan the amount and complexity of the 
readings that I require in my “Comparative 
Government Procurement Law” class at 
CUFE; the moans grow louder when I tell 
them that the work “is nothing” compared 
to the demands of the courses at UM Law 
in Baltimore. However, the students survive 
the cultural hurdles.

What Confucius taught 
over 2,500 years ago sounds 
relevant to today’s topsy-turvy 
world: “All ways of life should 
run their own course without 
colliding; all creatures on earth 
should live together without 
harming one another.”

lady WitH Basket

Stephanie Kung Stryker
Color and Ink on Paper, 39 1/2” x 13 1/2”
Art of China Collection, UMUC

* Prof. Liu’s past positions include Interim Vice Presi-
dent for Research, Dean of the Graduate School, and 
Director of the Institute for Global Chinese Affairs at 
the University of Maryland. Recently, he served as 
President of National Central University in Taiwan.
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China’s higher eduCation expands

Higher education used to 
be for only two to four 
percent of the 18-22 age 

cohort students in China. Since 
1977 when the University En-
trance Exam was restored after 10 
years of cancellation during the 
Cultural Revolution, change was 
slow.  University enrollment was 
7.2% in 1995, and by 1998 reached 
9.8% (about four million students). 
However, a dramatic change in 
government policy saw a rapid 
expansion since 1999; the percent-
age reached 12.5% in 2000, 15% in 
2002, 17% in 2003, 21% in 2005, 23% 
in 2007 (about 25 million students). 
According to scholar Martin Trow, 
15% is the threshold for a country 
in transition from elite higher 
education to mass higher educa-
tion. China achieved this in a few 
short years.

There are four main factors be-
hind the rapid expansion: 1) China 
sees education and science as the 
vehicle for national development; 
2) there is a tremendous social de-
mand for higher education along 
with a rapid growth of a middle 
class with growing ambition and 
income; 3) the government uses 
the expansion to delay the entry of 
high school graduates into the job 
market to alleviate employment 
pressure; and 4) higher education 
is redefined as consumption rather 
than a public good to be paid by the 
government. 

An event that catalysed the 
change was the submission of a 
public letter on February 1999 writ-

By Jing Lin
Education, UMCP

ten by a couple who urged the Chi-
nese government to look for ways 
to jump start the economy then in 
deflation due to the influence of the 
Asian Financial Crises. Dr. Tang 
Min, a key economist working for 
the Asian Development Bank, and 
his economist wife Zuo Xiaolei, 
proposed to the Chinese leaders 
that a radical expansion in higher 
education and other sectors was 
necessary. The suggestion caught 
the attention of then-Premier Zhu 
Rongji. Change followed. On June 
24, 1999, the State Planning Com-
mission and the Ministry of Educa-
tion jointly announced that student 
recruitment in higher education 
institutions would be expanded 
significantly. 

The expansion has since then 
been dramatic, from an increase of 
47% in enrollment in the first year 
1999 to a stable 30-40% enrollment 
increase in the ensuing few years. 
New campuses were constructed 
and universities increased their en-
rollment from less than 10,000 stu-
dents to 40,000 to 100,000 students. 
Many university towns have been 
set up, with the one in Guangzhou 
having the capacity to accommo-
date 330,000 students. 

The expansion has pushed Chi-
na’s higher education system to be 
the largest in the world, surpassing 
the U.S. in 2005. The pace of expan-
sion has slowed down recently, due 
to regulations issued by the Chinese 
government. Two issues of great 
concern have been insuring the 
quality of education, as class size 
ballooned from 30 students to 100 
students, and the accumulating 
debt of the universities. The top 

issue, however, is the employment 
of university graduates. Currently, 
the employment rate stands at 70%, 
which means more than one million 
graduates can not find a job each 
year. Elite universities in particular 
have slowed their expansion to 
ensure educational quality and 
graduates’ job placement. 

Along with the quantitative  
changes, there have been also 
significant efforts to introduce 
qualitative changes. China aspires 
to build a number of world-class 
universities. This starts with the 211 
Project which began in early 1990s, 
merging good universities that 
were highly specialized to become 
comprehensive research universi-
ties. The aim is to have 100 research 
universities meeting the challenges 
of the 21st Century. Efforts were 
made to hire the best scholars from 
the country and abroad. What used 
to be a permanent job (the “iron rice 
bowl”) has been replaced with a 
loss of job security, and a culture of 
“publish or perish.”

Overall, higher education expan-
sion has undergone a revolution in 
China, helping to move the country 
from a labor-intensive manufac-
turing economy to a knowledge 
economy with development in key 
areas of science and technology. 
Some questions, however, remain: 
How should the employment issue 
be addressed? Who defines “world-
class university” with what indica-
tors? How should be the quality of 
education be improved beyond the 
changes  in infrastructure now being 
made? Clearly, China has made a 
great educational leap forward. But 
there is still much work to be done.

Maryland and China
has run Executive MBA programs 
in Beijing and Shanghai taught by 
our faculty members, and it has 
graduated 128 students. The cur-
rent Shanghai class has 48 students. 
The Smith School also sponsors an 
annual international business plan 
competition to promote entrepre-
neurship in China. The $50,000 prize 
money for Chinese teams seeds new 
enterprises. 

The Philip Merrill College of 
Journalism has partnered with the 
U.S.-China Education Trust (US-
CET) since 2004 to send prominent 
journalists from the College and the 
U.S. media to China for a two-week 
annual tour of Chinese journalism 
and communication schools. The 
Merrill College, with USCET and 
Fudan University’s journalism 
school, also offers non-degree train-
ing to Chinese media professionals 
who work in the financial press.

The Department of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice has offered a 
Masters in Criminal Justice for the 
last five years in conjunction with 
Nanjing Normal University. This 
program is taught in both Nanjing 
and College Park, and has gradu-
ated 64 students. Two hundred 
applicants are seeking admission to 
the next class of 40 students. 

In the Clark School of Engi-
neering, faculty members in the 
Center for Advanced Life Cycle 
Engineering (CALCE) have offered 
more than twenty training courses 
in China since 2000. The College of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 
and the Smithsonian Institution 
have partnered with China at the 
Chengdu Research Base for Giant 
Panda Breeding for five years, allow-
ing UM students to interact directly 
with the Giant Pandas.

Several non-degree-granting 
programs enrich academic exchang-
es between the U.S. and China. The 
Confucius Institute at Maryland 
(CIM) was established with support 
from the People’s Republic of China 
Office of Chinese Language Council 
International. In 2004 the campus 
was the global pilot for the Con-
fucius Institute program concept. 
Subsequently, the PRC adopted 
the program and has now created 
42 Confucius Institutes in the U.S. 
and more than 230 worldwide. The 
Confucius Institute promotes the 
study of Chinese language, culture, 
ethics, and philosophy, and pro-
vides non-credit Chinese language 
courses, teacher-training, scholarly 
seminars, and conducts research on 
Chinese culture. The CIM focuses on 
the greater business and educational 
communities. (For more on CIM, 
see page 6.)

The University is building link-
ages with China that will allow it to 
create entrepreneurial partnerships 
that expand assets (people, ideas, 
skills, facilities, resources) for both 
sides. These connections move us 
in many directions simultaneously: 
businesses are served by the talent 
and productivity of innovative stu-
dents; governments draw on faculty 
expertise and student energy to ad-

dress social challenges; scholars 
share knowledge that creates new 
solutions for problems of all types. 
Higher education in the 21st Century 
is inextricably linked to business 
and government on a global plat-
form. Only by working in concert 
can governments, businesses and 
universities successfully assemble 
the assets needed to address large 
scale global problems (like security, 
climate change, energy, disease, 
water, food, etc.), as well as local 
needs. 

China is in the news a lot these 
days. Some of it is positive thanks 
to a national transformation like no 
other in history. Other news is not 
positive from environmental crises 
to consumer product safety to hu-
man rights issues. These realities 
are the landscape of modern-day 
China, a nation whose scale and 
rate of change are both too large to 
fully comprehend. I have seen this 
for myself, visiting China regularly 
to cultivate University connections 
with government, universities, re-
search parks, and industry. I have 
lectured at many universities and 
have witnessed the high level of 
energy and engagement. I am an 
economic advisor to the Governor of 
Jiangsu Province and have spoken 
in the Great Hall of the People. I try 
to view things there from 50,000 
feet so that I can see the ‘direction 
of the flow of the river’ and not 
just the turbulence within it. From 
this height the University’s role in 
China’s evolution has great poten-
tial. We are sharing expertise and 
entrepreneurship, and increasing 
our understandings of China on 
multiple levels. The more our stu-
dents and faculty members take the 

opportunity to engage with China, 
the greater will be their influence on 
its future. This is the age of engage-
ment not of isolation.

The popularity of the University 
of Maryland in China is remark-
able: a recent count of international 
press media ‘hits’ that was sent to 
me found that the University of 
Maryland was the most recognized 
university brand in China.2 Two 
years ago Peking University (also 
called Bejing University) hosted 
a University of Maryland Day on 
their campus. Our Maryland del-
egation included five of our deans. 
Each time I have traveled to China, 
I have been met with enthusiasm 
and generosity by people who see 

Continued from Page 1

China’s decision to expel for-
eign journalists from Tibet 
and ethnic Tibetan areas is 

frustrating and disappointing for 
those of us with strong academic 
ties to China. The decision not 
only reinforces what Newsweek’s 
Melinda Liu has called the “cul-
ture of non-transparency” within 
Chinese officialdom, it also distorts 
the debate in the West over China’s 
place in the world… all to China’s 
own detriment.

In late 2006, the Chinese gov-
ernment decreed that most re-
strictions on foreign reporters in 
China would be lifted from the 
beginning of 2007 through the 
end of the Paralympics in October 
2008. Most importantly, foreign 
reporters would no longer have to 
obtain the government’s permis-
sion to interview Chinese citizens. 
That edict, taken together with 
International Olympic Committee 
requirements, seemed to promise 
free access throughout the country 
for tens of thousands of foreign 
journalists. Until Monday, March 
10, when police blocked a march 
for Tibetan independence by a 
group of monks.

It defies common sense to think 
the protests that followed took 
Chinese leaders by complete sur-
prise. Chinese President Hu Jintao 
is a former governor of Tibet, and 
he is more than a little familiar 
with Tibetan unrest. On the other 
hand, he’s been in Beijing for a long 
time now, and the domestic press 
is hardly known for speaking truth 
to power. He may have come to 
believe, as do most Chinese, that 
Tibetans are well pleased with the 
economic development of recent 
years.

Still, someone must surely have 
realized that an event precisely cal-
culated to direct the world’s atten-
tion toward China would also at-
tract high-profile dissent. Yet there 

Transparency in China
seems to have been no strategy in 
place to accommodate the pro-
tests and prevent the destructive 
anti-Chinese riots that ensued. 
Instead, the instinctive reaction 
of Chinese security forces was to 
expel the foreign journalists and 
crack down on protesters and 
rioters alike. Journalists were not 
allowed to return until March 26, 
and then only as part of a govern-
ment-guided tour.

As a result, the discussion in 
the Western media is not about 
heralding a new China poised to 
join the community of nations, 
but rather about boycotting an 
old China that cannot abide dis-
sent. In the absence of on-site 
Western reporting, there are few 
credible voices expressing the 
majority Chinese view that Tibet 
is an integral part of China and 
that the rioters deserved what 
they got. Even fewer voices are 
available to engage that view in 
informed and objective debate.

Perhaps all is not lost. Even 
as these events were unfolding, 
representatives of China and 
the newly elected KMT govern-
ment in Taiwan were reopening 
talks on improving relations. It 
is some consolation for those of 
us in the University System who 
have lived and worked in China, 
who have many friends and 
professional colleagues there, 
and who hope to see the “culture 
of non-transparency” disappear 
altogether some day.    
*Eric B. Easton, a professor in the School 
of Law, worked as a journalist for more than 
20 years, serving as a reporter, editor, and 
publisher. He is also a Senior Research 
Associate in University of Baltimore’s Center 
for International and Comparative Law and 
director of its sister-school relationship with 
Shandong University in China. Professor 
Easton taught American constitutional and 
copyright law at Shandong University Law 
School during the spring semester of 2002. 
He has also been a visiting scholar at the 
Journalism Institute of the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences in Beijing, and now serves 
on the board of directors of the Maryland-
China Business Council.

By Eric Easton* 
Law, University of Baltimore

Maryland as a source of opportunity 
and inspiration. It is a place where 
ideas about the 21st century are be-
ing shaped, and China will be in 
that picture.

There are many ways that the 
university community can get in-
volved with our China programs. 
If you have questions about how to 
participate in our China activities, 
please contact Saul Sosnowski in 
the Office of International Programs 
or contact me directly at president@
umd.edu.
1. From the MOU signed by the Gov. of Maryland 
and the Gov. of Anhui, 1980.
2. Ian Rowley, Communications Director at the Uni-
versity of Warwick, presented this data at the CASE 
Asia Pacific Conference in Singapore, 2006.

Chrysanthemum Fan Painting
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8” x 20”
Art of China Collection, UMUC

Gift of Jackson Yang
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China reminds me of the 
movie, Pleasantville, where 
unexpected knowledge and 

innovation disrupt a gray society 
and turn it (albeit reluctantly in 
the movie) into one full of color. 
China, as I now only learn from 
the news, colleagues and pictures 
of automobile-crowded streets 
formerly packed with bicycles, has 
changed considerably since I was 
there in 1996—almost radically in 
the cities but also in some rural ar-
eas. I am most familiar with China’s 
poorest region, the Northwest, 
where change is slower. Other-
wise my contact with China now 
is indirectly through the campus 
Institute for Global Chinese Affairs 
as a regular lecturer to their lead-
ership programs to train Chinese 
delegates.

I was in Beijing in August, 
1996, flew to Xi’an, and then trav-
eled by van to visit agricultural 
stations and institutions in three 
Northwest provinces. It was a 
short-term United Nations De-
velopment Program-Food and 
Agriculture Organization (UNDP/
FAO) joint mission to evaluate 
a multi-project agricultural and 
environmental program then 
being funded by the UNDP/FAO 
in Shaanxi, Ningxia and Gansu, 
three of the program’s five target 
provinces; the other two being 
Qinghai and Xinjiang. 

The overall situation in this 
Loess Plateau and Northwest area 
is very difficult. The physical en-
vironment is extremely harsh for 
rural populations. Agriculture and 
animal husbandry are demand-
ing in the Northwest because of 
extremes in temperature, aridity 
and drought, which make any 
enterprise risky. The ecology of the 
area is very fragile, which further 
hampers agricultural endeavor. 
Along with its environmental 
marginality, the Northwest region 
is poor and underdeveloped. 
Concern for poverty and the en-
vironment are the major reasons 
why the UNDP/FAO selected the 
Northwest as an area for improve-
ment. But it would take far more 
than one project with limited 
funds and impetuous goal-setting 
to alleviate poverty and improve 
agro-environmental conditions in 
the Northwest. 

China’s Food Demand and 
Production Transition 

China is blessed with relatively 
abundant natural resources, but 
cursed by their uneven distribu-
tion. Its territory is vast, like the 
United States, covering about 
932 million hectares, or about 7 
percent of the world’s total land 
area of which some 58% is arid or 
semi-arid—about half of which is 
in northwest and west China.

Of particular interest and 
sometimes troubling issue is world 
food security and increasingly 
the significance of China’s role in 
world food security. During the 

China: abundanCe and disparity 
The Case of the Northwest

1990s, economists concerned with 
international grain markets and 
trade expressed concern about 
the possibility that China would 
buy up the world’s grains if world 
food grain supplies were short, 
and thereby create a worldwide 
shortage.

Some economists asked the 
brutal question: “Who will go 
Hungry?” Mark Rosegrant, a re-
search fellow at the International 
Food Policy Research Institute 
has projected China’s net cereal 
imports (especially of wheat) to 
increase from 13 million metric 
tons in 1995 to 27 million metric 
tons by 2020.  An underlying and 
always potential question remains: 
“To what extent will China’s food 
demands dominate the world food 
market?”

One aspect of China’s abun-
dance is the change away from 
traditional crops in China’s diet. 
Traditional crops are no longer 
sufficiently profitable. China has 
cut back on commodity (grain) 
production, and is focusing more 
on specialty crops (especially 
fruit). I personally observed dur-
ing the UNDP/FAO mission the 
beginning of this change toward 
specialty crops (like fruits, espe-
cially apples, and nuts) among 
Shaanxi farmers. 

The greatest production in-
creases have been in meat, fish 
and fruit. At a banquet in China, 
rice—the traditional rural basic 
food—is offered only after several 
turns of their “lazy-Susan” ap-
proach to eating, and any comfort-
able abdominal space is no longer 
available. Meat traditionally was a 
very small part of the meal but is 
now one of its main components, 
as it is in much of the Western 
world. 

The Government of China 
has a vital interest in continued 
economic development and social 
stability. Large-scale food crises 
would threaten these objectives. 
Food riots have recently occurred 
in many parts of the world includ-
ing Egypt, Cameroon, Senegal, 
Pakistan and Thailand. Rising 
food prices have also caused some 
countries trade balances to fall. 
According to the International 
Monetary Fund, rising food prices 
contributed to a 0.21 percent loss 
of China’s GDP between 2007 and 
2008 (Davis and Belkin, 2008). Na-
tional food security is therefore a 
top priority on the political agenda 
of China’s leaders; it also concerns 
global economic observers. After 
all, China is the second largest 
economy by purchasing power in 
the world.

Social Disparity in China

Despite China’s abundance, on 
the social disparity side, China’s 
major problem is still poverty. It is 
the poverty of Steinbeck’s Grapes 
of Wrath (1939) and Pearl Buck’s 
The Good Earth (1931). Walls in 
the schools of Gansu Province use 
newspaper as wallpaper and to 
help keep out the dampness and 
chill, even in the month of August. 

It is that ‘Other’ China, that poorer 
part of China which has yet to en-
ter the exhilarating economic flow 
of development in China today 
(Rivera, 1997; Zhang, 2005).

China’s abundance in some 
provinces is in stark contrast to 
the disparities that exist in others. 
So far China’s rural development 
policies toward agriculture have 
been contradictory with policies 
that create income disparities and 
thus exacerbate poverty in rural 
areas and at the same time, policies 
that aim to alleviate poverty and 
food insecurity. 

While poverty has been mea-
surably reduced in China, never-
theless different (especially rural) 
provinces have benefited unevenly 
from the economic reforms that 
began in 1978. Since the mid-1980s, 
regional disparities in China have 
been widening, mainly because 
the richer coastal provinces—ben-
efiting from increased trade and 
foreign investment—have been 
growing faster than the poorer 
central, western and northwestern 
provinces. Many of the poor, in 
the rural interior of the country, 
have been left behind. Despite 
the overall improvement in living 
standards, there are also serious 
disparities between urban and 
rural populations, between men 
and women, and between the 
Eastern region and the Western 
hinterlands. 

Since the 1990s, as in other 
rapidly developing countries, ag-
riculture has become a declining 
share of China’s Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP). In the years corre-
sponding to 1970, 80, 90, and 2000, 
agriculture was approximately 40, 
30, 27, and 16 percent respectively 
of GDP. 

In addition, many agricultural 
workers in China are giving up on 
the land. They are moving to major 
towns and cities as part of the float-
ing population of migrant workers. 
They may find occasional work 
in the cities but at a price; wage 
differentials for urban employees 
and rural migrants in 1995 were 
2.19:1. Many do not find work at 
all. Figures range widely, but a 
conservative estimation is that Bei-
jing needs to create 18.6 million job 
opportunities every year to contain 
surplus rural and urban labor (Be-
newick and Donald, 1999).

In sum, it appears that China 
will continue to be an economic 
powerhouse in the world and in its 
role as a buyer in the world food 
market, but just as in the United 
States much remains to be accom-

the sourCe

Freda Lee-McCAnn (Columbia, MD)
Ink on Paper, 22” x 26”

Art and Dreams exhibit, UMUC

By William M. Rivera
Agriculture and Natural Resources, UMCP

plished with regards to the widen-
ing gap in economic realities. It was 
a deepening experience to have 
shared at lunchtime the meager 
produce of potatoes and carrots 
with poor folk in the mountainous 
area of Gansu and later to banquet 
in Lanzhou, the capitol city of the 
province. China’s contrasts are not 
much different from similar realities 
in other countries where governance 
and agricultural and rural services, 
as well as production output, are 
poor or inadequate. Abundance and 
disparity side-by-side.

Reference
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China’s yellow dust, also 
known as Asian dust, is a 
springtime meteorological 

phenomenon that affects down-
wind countries. An atmospheric 
depression in western China blows 
up tons of dust in the Gobi and 
Takla Makan Deserts. Circumpolar 
westerlies carry the yellow dust 
eastward over China’s populous 
east coast as well as South Korea 
and Japan. Some of this dust reaches 
the United States. For several years, 
an unusually large dust cloud 
originating in northwest China has 
drifted across the continental U.S. 
and lingered over Denver and other 
areas, at times obscuring views of 
the Rocky Mountains. 

Increasing evidence suggests 
that Asian dust storms have be-
come more frequent and intense 
because of desertification resulting 
from overgrazing and expanded 
agriculture in western China. The 
sand storms take up and carry 
industrial and coal-burning pol-
lutants, such as sulfur, soot, carbon 
monoxide, chemicals and heavy 
metals. These pollutants cause 
health and economic problems in 
eastern China as well as in China’s 
downwind neighbors. China’s rapid 
economic growth, its continued 

China’s Yellow Dust
reliance on coal to supply most of 
its electricity, and the low number 
of China’s power plants that have 
installed sulfur filters and motor 
vehicles that have installed catalytic 
converters all account for increased 
trans-boundary air pollution.

Asian dust storms pose respi-
ratory health threats in Japan. A 
research group at the University 
of Tokyo recently found that sulfur 
and nitrogen oxides (SOx and NOx) 
adhere to almost every particle of 
yellow dust. SOx and NOx are pre-
cursors of acid rain, which has also 
increased throughout East Asia. A 
study by Japan’s Research Institute 
of Health and Environment found 
that ambient air with yellow dust 
contains 22 times as much arsenic 
as air without yellow dust. Another 
study indicates that the yellow dust 
exacerbates a pollen allergy from 
which 20% of Japan’s urban popula-
tion suffers.

The year 2002 witnessed the 
most frequent and intense sand-
storms since Japan’s meteorological 
agency began tracking the yellow 
dust in 1970. In South Korea, am-
bient particulate matter (PM10) 
reached 2,266μg/m3, 22 times higher 
than the national environmental 
standard of 100μg/m3. The 2002 
dust storm caused school closures 
and flight cancellations in Seoul. A 
researcher in South Korea estimated 
that his country loses $370 million 

By Armin Rosencranz & 
Takanobu Terada
Public Policy, UMCP

 
 

 
 

annually from dust storms origi-
nating in China. 

The yellow dust phenomenon 
in East Asia calls for regional coop-
eration among China, South Korea, 
Mongolia and Japan. Given the 
complexity of the problem, how-
ever, no effective measures have 
yet been taken. In 2006, Japan of-
fered China a grant of $7.7 million 
to establish an acid rain and yellow 
dust monitoring network that year. 
Japan has also offered China loans 
of $90 million for air pollution 
improvement projects. The South 
Korean government has supported 
the planting of thousands of trees 
to prevent soil erosion and thereby 
reduce the swirling of the yellow 
dust. But these projects have not 
yet had much impact. 

A comprehensive pathological 
and meteorological study of the 
yellow dust and its impacts has not 
been carried out. Several studies 
by Japanese researchers estimate 
that emissions from China account 
for 25-30% of the SOx in Japan’s 
lower atmosphere. The Chinese 
Academy of Sciences contends 
that emissions from China account 
for only 3% of Japan’s SOx. This 
discrepancy does not bode well 
for international cooperation over 
the region’s trans-boundary air 
pollution.
Note: Prof. Rosencranz is armed with a law degree 
and a Ph.D., and he specializes in international and 
comparative environmental policy. He served as 
a Visiting Professor in China in 2005. Takanobu 
Terada is a doctoral student in the School of 
Public Policy.
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It was a clear October morn-
ing in Beijing, the kind that 
Chinese aptly call the “Golden 

Season”—one of those autumn 
mornings when the pollution has 
cleared and the air is so crystal-
line that you can almost see the 
Fragrant Hills (a famous moun-
tain in the Beijing suburbs) in the 
distance to the west.

I woke up that morning feel-
ing singularly clear, as well. As 
I opened my eyes, some words 
formed clearly in my head: “You 
will meet someone very important 
today.” Of course I would meet 
someone important today, I told 
myself. I was in Beijing as part of 
my doctoral dissertation research 
in international broadcasting, 
and later that morning I would 
interview an editor at CCTV, the 
world’s largest television network, 
over a billion viewers strong. 
How could anyone at such a TV 
network not be important?

Yet the feeling left me clear, 
and curious. Dressed in my best 
clothes, I took a taxi to the CCTV 
to wait at the main gate for my 
interviewee to sign and escort 
me in. I was early (for once), so 
I stood at the gate for a while 
watching people go by. There 
was a crowd of beggars outside 
the gate, many sitting on blankets 
on the sidewalk. My eyes fell on a 
young girl with deformed feet and 
dreadfully scarred legs—her pant 
legs were rolled up to reveal that 
she had obviously been burned. 
Her earnest-looking parents sat 
beside her.

“That one. The important 
person. Go talk to her.” The 
words forming in my mind were 
unwelcome this time, and terribly 
inconvenient. I had an interview 
to conduct; my interviewee would 
come to escort me in soon. It 
was clear from their dress and 
their demeanor that the girl and 
her parents were from the re-
mote countryside, and I doubted 
whether my Mandarin would 
be enough to communicate with 
them in their dialect. The feeling 
to talk to the girl was insistent, 
though, and strangely compel-
ling. My feet felt like I was wading 
through concrete as I walked over 
to them and knelt down beside the 
girl on the blanket.

Without thinking, I put my 
hand gently on the girl’s scarred 
leg. Her eyes met mine, curious, 
not at all afraid. I asked her what 
had happened and she told me, 
and although I could hardly un-
derstand her dialect (Sichuanese, 
it turned out), somehow my 
heart understood. She had been 
burned from the waist down, 
the cause was unjust, her parents 
had brought her to Beijing for 
help. Her mother handed me a 
picture of the girl, unclothed, so 
that I could see the extent of her 
wounds. Her mother’s eyes were 
pained and honest.

My heart spoke before my 
head had a chance to intervene. 
“I’ll find a way to help you,” I said, 
as if watching myself in a movie. 
“You will influence many people.” 
The girl just nodded, clear and 

Minding the gap

By Brecken Chinn Swartz
Communication, UMCP

confident. The whole thing made 
sense, somehow. The girl told me 
her name was Zhou Lin and that 
she had a younger sister, six years 
younger, who was also burned in 
the fire. I shivered. I had a sister 
six years younger, too. When I was 
a child, I had been afraid of fire; 
afraid for myself, afraid for my 
sister. My worst nightmare had 
happened to these children.

“What grade are you in at 
school?” I asked, but the girl 
shook her head. She didn’t go to 
school, she frowned; her family 
had no money. Everything they 
had was destroyed or sold after 
the fire to pay hospital expenses. 
My heart fluttered. Here, at least, 
was something I could do. A few 
years ago, some Chinese graduate 
student classmates and I in the 
Department of Communications 
at the University of Maryland had 
set up a nonprofit organization 
called HandReach. Every year, 
we gave out grants to kids and 
schools in rural China to fund 
their education. Something told 
me she was a perfect grantee, and 
I still had some money back in 
my suitcase where I was staying. 
“Will you be here tomorrow?,” 
I asked them, and they nodded. 
They were out of options; where 
else would they go?

I came back the next day 
and gave them the small grant; 
her father signed a promise that 
100% of the money would go for 
the girls’ education. They made 
good on their promise, returning 
quickly to Sichuan and getting 
the girls back into school. They 
literally had to carry Zhou Lin 
to and from school every day, 
because the burns had given her 
contractures in her legs that made 
it impossible to walk. I received 
an email a few months later from 
a teacher at a neighboring school 
reporting that Zhou Lin was at the 
top of her class.

Yet Zhou Lin’s medical condi-
tion compromised not only her 
mobility, but contracted tendons 
locked her feet into permanent, 
painful extension, and she was at 
major risk of infection. It took me 
a year to find a hospital that was 
happy to treat Zhou Lin for free—
Shriners Hospital for Children in 
Boston. I heard directly from the 
surgeon that her case was a good 
fit for reconstructive surgery, 
and after months of paperwork, 
Zhou Lin and her mother and 
teacher arrived in Boston, just 
two weeks after I had defended 
my doctoral dissertation. The 
next several months we spent in 
the hospital.

The decision was made to 
amputate Zhou Lin’s feet so that 
she could walk again on bilateral 
prosthetics. The night of her am-
putations, Zhou Lin’s mother kept 
watching the IV bag like a hawk. 
I asked her why, and she told me 
that in China, when the IV bag got 
down to a certain level, she had to 
go get money somewhere or else 
Zhou Lin wouldn’t be given an-
other one. Every treatment, every 
single bandage had to be paid for 
up front, she told me, cash only. 
Zhou Lin’s family had sold ev-
erything they had, then borrowed 
money from family, then friends, 

then neighbors, then strangers. 
When the money had run out, 
Zhou Lin was released from the 
hospital prematurely. Her scar tis-
sue was so thick she still couldn’t 
go to the bathroom properly. 

Zhou Lin’s family was still in 
over $11,000 of debt. Both parents 
were farmers, and their combined 
family income was $35 a month 
to support three children. (They 
had been allowed by the Chinese 
government, despite the one-child 
policy, to have a third child after 
both girls were burned in the ac-
cident so that the younger brother 
could take care of his sisters in old 
age.) The explosion that burned 
Zhou Lin and her sister had been 
caused by a dangerously faulty 
kerosene-gasoline mixture that 
the vendor that sold them to try to 
increase profits. When Zhou Lin’s 
family (and the other families 
who used the faulty kerosene and 
found it to be as combustible as 
jet fuel) took the kerosene vendor 
to court, they won easily. But the 
kerosene vendor then used con-
nections and bribes to convince 
the local government (and hence 
the local police) not to enforce the 
verdict. Zhou Lin’s family was 
still drowning in debt, hence the 
trip to Beijing. They had gone to 
eight government offices to appeal 
their case, but were never given 
a chance to be heard; this is why 
they were at CCTV that day, in a 
last-ditch effort to let the court of 
public opinion decide their case. 
When they returned to Sichuan, 
all they had gained was a small 
$200 grant from HandReach and 
a chance to put their girls in school 
again.

While Zhou Lin recuperated 
in the hospital, the horror of 
what her family had been going 
through kept me awake at night. 
Zhou Lin liked to paint, so we 
had an idea—why not auction 
off her paintings in Boston to 
raise money to settle her family’s 
debts? The art auction, held by a 
lovely co-housing community in 
Cambridge, brought in enough 
money to finally get the family 
out of debt. But yet something 
gnawed at me—this gap. The 
gap left between the days of 
Communism when work units 
took care of even poor families’ 
basic expenses, and the new free-
wheeling Chinese cash economy, 
with its blatant divisions between 
rich urban dwellers and the poor 
still left in the countryside.

As Zhou Lin’s amputations 
healed and she began walking 
on prosthetics, it became clear to 
everyone who loved her, espe-
cially her family in China, that 
her needs would be best served 
by remaining in the U.S., where 
she can get a full education and 
receive the medical care she 
needs. My family formalized her 
adoption just a few months ago, 
but we still encourage Zhou Lin 
to call her family in China every 
weekend. We send packages with 
vitamins, medicine, and supplies 
to them frequently, yet I feel like a 
child holding my finger in a dike. 
Cases like Zhou Lin’s, of families 
left without medical care, children 
unable to go to school, injustices 
piling on top of injustices, often 

leaves me feeling overwhelmed 
and wondering. The gap between 
rich and poor in China continues 
to grow at an absurd rate, and 
in this year when we justifiably 
celebrate the big-city grandeur 
of the Beijing Olympics, we need 
to remember the people in the 
Chinese countryside who are not 
allowed to travel or be heard lest 
they cause “unrest.” Zhou Lin’s 
mother was told that her continu-
ing appeal against the kerosene 
dealer whose unscrupulous busi-
ness tactics destroyed her family’s 
hopes for the future would be 
placed permanently on hold. 
“Until the Olympics are over,” she 
was told, or maybe never.

HandReach, the organization 
started by myself and classmates 
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dining Chinese

China is many thousands of miles from Maryland, but the dis-
tance is partially reduced thanks to our Chinese community 
and the restaurants some talented people have opened. Mary-

land can’t compete with Hong Kong and some other centers of great 
Chinese food, but the gap is not that great. Space limits our review 
of the many good Chinese restaurants throughout the state, so we’ll 
focus on a two favorites in suburban Maryland. If the reader knows of 
a good Chinese restaurant in her/his part of the state, let us know!

Full Kee is in a small strip-mall in Wheaton (2227 University Blvd. 
W., 301 933-8388 ): When Bill was in Singapore, he fell in love with a 
dish called “Singapore Noodles.” Back in the Washington metro area, 
he tried to find that dish in restaurant after restaurant. Finally, he found 
it in Full Kee. That plus the many Chinese customers convinced him 
that the food was fairly authentic Chinese, not Chinese-American. 
But the final test was applied by Chunying. She reported that many 
of the dishes (but not all!) were authentic, and she even introduced 
Bill to such strange dishes as pig knuckles. That was convincing yet 
scary! The main dishes at Full Kee are at or under $10, and there is a 
special luncheon menu.

A & J is an unusual Chinese restaurant at the lower level of a small 
commercial building in Rockville (1319-C Rockville Pike, 301 251-7878): 
In contrast with the Hong Kong style dim sum, which is especially 
divine in Hong Kong, this Taiwanese restaurant has a different array 
of small items that one orders from the menu. Think tapas. Almost 
everything is in the $2-5 range. Be sure to try the pork dumplings, 
thousand-layer pancakes, seaweed with bean sprouts, and range of 
noodle dishes. We’ve heard some complaints about the service, so 
don’t plan for a ten minute fast food drive-by. For us, the service has 
always been good.

And more: Of course, there are scores of other Chinese restaurants. 
In College Park, Seven Seas (8503 Baltimore Ave, 301 345-5807) is okay 
but far from memorable—and not close in quality to the Seven Seas 
in Rockville, claimed by Chunying to be authentic and delicate (1776 
E. Jefferson Street, 301 770-5020). Paul Kee in Wheaton has many 
Chinese fans (11305-B Georgia Avenue, 301 933-6886). Bob’s Noodle 
in Rockville (305 N. Washington Street, 301 315-6668) has a nice array 
of Taiwanese food at bargain prices. Oriental East in Silver Spring, 
always crowded, has good dim sum (1312 East-West Highway, 301 
608-0030). Hollywood East Café in Wheaton (2621 University Blvd. 
W., 240 290-9988) also serves dim sum on carts on weekends. Of 
particular interest and good quality are two vegetarian restaurants in 
Rockville: Yuan Fu Vegetarian (798 Rockville Pike, 301 762-5937) and  
Vegetable Garden (11618 Rockville Pike, 301 468-9301). We’ve heard 
good things about Baltimore’s Szechuan Restaurant (1125 S Charles 
Street; 410 752-8409). 

Let us know your restaurant favorites—and what’s favorite about 
them. In coming issues, we plan to cover some Korean and Caribbean 
establishments.

single Canoe

Priscilla Chen
Ink on Paper, 22 1/4” x 34 1/2”
Art of China collection, UMUC

By Bill Hanna & Chunying Cai, The Faculty Voice

Ni Lan, He Zhe, Luo Yi, and Ge 
Ying in the Department of Com-
munication, is still small. We used 
to sell water at Chinese graduate 
student dances to raise money for 
grants, but now we’re finding do-
nors and doing our best to make 
the money count in the Chinese 
countryside. Zhou Lin has started 
writing a blog on Sina, one of 
China’s main web communities, to 
raise awareness about what life is 
like for families like hers. 

Like the terrapin whose slow, 
steady ways inspire us at the 
University of Maryland, we hope 
that all efforts to “mind the gap” 
between rich and poor—in China, 
in the U.S., and around the world, 
will be fruitful and give us real 
cause to celebrate someday.
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University of Maryland 
University College will 
host the 4th Annual U.S.-

China Forum on Distance Educa-
tion, June 29–July 2, 2008, at the 
university’s Inn and Conference 
Center in Adelphi. The three-day 
forum—co-hosted by the China 
Youth Center for International Ex-
change and the China University 
Distance Education Committee of 
the China Educational Technol-
ogy Association—will focus on 
“Mega Trends and Innovation in 
Distance Education for Sustain-
able Growth: Pedagogy, Technol-
ogy, Services and Partnerships.”

 “As China assumes an ever 
more prominent role on the eco-

u.s.-China ForuM on distanCe eduCation
nomic and political world stage, 
the vital role of education, and the 
exciting opportunities presented 
by distance education, become 
increasingly clear. This forum 
offers an ideal platform to begin 
or continue important dialogues 
about the role and interplay of 
technology and education in the 
21st century,” said UMUC Presi-
dent Susan C. Aldridge.

The forum will feature work-
shops focused on learner support, 
best practices in support of online 
teaching, and Second Life’s poten-
tial in distance education. A panel 
discussion will address internation-
al cooperation and major trends in 
distance education; the featured 
speakers will come from the USA, 
Brazil, Canada, and China.

By Chip Cassano, UMUC The forum will coincide with 
a visit on July 1 from Zhou Wen-
zhong, Chinese ambassador to 
the United States. The ambassa-
dor will present a special lecture 
on the geopolitical, economic, and 
cultural issues affecting China’s 
relations with the U.S. The lec-
ture is part of UMUC’s biannual 
“Meet the Ambassador” series, 
which is designed to encourage 
an international exchange of 
ideas and promote a better un-
derstanding of different countries 
and cultures.

Registration is required for the 
forum; the ambassador’s lecture is 
free and open to the public. For 
more information or to register, 
visit www.umuc.edu/uschina or 
call 301-985-7937.

As an assistant director at 
the Office of Multi-Ethnic 
Student Education, I have 

always encouraged our students to 
study foreign languages by point-
ing out the increasing demand in 
business and other occupations for 
foreign languages skills. I have noted 
that a large metropolitan area like 
Washington, D.C. affords excellent 
opportunities to practice new foreign 
language skills outside of class. One 
such opportunity is the Washington 
D.C. Chinese Language "Meetup" 
group, for which I have served as lead 
organizer since the spring of 2003. 
Over the past five years, our group 
has grown from around 50 members 
to over 900 members, making it one of 
the fastest growing language groups 
in D.C. area.  

Chinese Language "Meetup" pro-
vides a place for people who are 
learning or speaking the Chinese 
language to meet. Each month, we 
gather at a different Metro-accessible 
restaurant in the Washington area in 
order to practice conversation. The 
group welcomes Chinese speakers 
from all backgrounds, including 
native and non-native speakers, and 
our membership is extremely diverse. 
Each meeting is divided into begin-
ning, intermediate and advanced 
groups, all of whom sit together and 
practice speaking Chinese at their 
respective level of proficiency. Each 
learning level group has a moderator 
who works to facilitate conversation 
in Chinese throughout the meeting. 
These monthly get-togethers are an 
excellent opportunity not only to prac-
tice a new language, but also to meet 
and network with other people with 
similar professional or other interests 
in Chinese language and culture.  

Anyone who speaks or hopes to 
speak Chinese, or has an interest in 
Chinese culture, will find an enthu-
siastic welcome in this group.  For 
information on joining or attending 
an upcoming meeting in Washington, 
please go to http://chinese.meetup.
com/13/.

Chinese 
Language 
“Meetup” 
around D.C. 

Reviewed by Guido Francescato, Professor Emeritus of Architecture, UMCP

Human Behavior and the 
Social Environment:
Models, Metaphors, and 
Maps for Applying Theoretical 
Perspectives to Practice

Reflections on Journalism
Continued from Page 1

What’s happening? There are 
complex factors behind this trend, 
but in another way it’s quite simple, 
really: The Internet is destabilizing 
the business models of traditional 
news media, and media companies 
everywhere are struggling to keep 
some sense of equilibrium.

“Until recently, [news] produc-
ers monopolized the information 
flow and the resulting revenue. 
Now they have less control and 
more competition,” explains UMCP 
journalism professor Carl Sessions 
Stepp, writing in the April/May 
issue of American Journalism Re-
view, which the journalism school 
publishes.

As everyone knows, the Web 
continues to change dramatically 
how consumers get their news and 
information. More to the point, 
every year it takes a bigger bite of 
the billions of dollars in advertising 
that traditionally have gone to news 
companies and largely subsidized 
those expensive news staffs. So 
revenues slip, which in turn under-
cuts media companies’ stock prices, 
which in turn has those companies 
shrinking their payrolls through 
buyouts and layoffs.

Many journalists, including 
Stepp, wish the media’s response to 
the digital challenge was less defen-
sive and more creative—rather than 
fear the digital revolution, he says, 
embrace it for its inherent opportu-
nities to connect with audiences in 
new ways. But that has not been the 
case; higher education has nothing 
on the new industry when it comes 
to aversion to change. 

“Because technology has fos-
tered near-infinite ways of finding 
and spreading information, there is 
actually far more revenue available 
than ever,” Stepp writes. “But it is 
spread thinner, and the mainstream 
media have proved sadly slow in 
corralling their share.” 

Increasingly it seems clear that 
if there is going to be a revolution 
in the business of news, it will fall 
to the next generation—the young 
men and women who are digital 
“natives,” as opposed to digital 
“immigrants” like me—to lead the 
way.

The good news is that, despite 
the myriad challenges confronting 
the media, student interest in jour-
nalism and mass communication, 
at Maryland and at our peer institu-
tions around the country, remains 
at near-record highs. It’s true that, 
more and more, even incoming 
freshmen are aware of the industry’s 
turbulence. Yet these young men 
and women have literally grown 
up with media; they enjoy commu-
nicating and consider it a gratifying 
means of expression. Many of them 
have worked for student media in 
their high school careers. So the idea 
of building careers in media-related 
fields remains very appealing.

But in such a fast-changing 
digital world, few can predict what 
the media business will look like 
in the four or five years it will take 
these students to graduate. So how 
best to prepare them? At the Merrill 
College of Journalism, we are trying 
to meet that challenge in a number 
of ways.

For starters, in late May we will 
break ground on a state-of-the-art 
Journalism building, to be called 
Knight Hall in recognition of the 
lead donor, the John S. and James 
L. Knight Foundation. The construc-

tion and furnishing of this dazzling 
new facility will cost nearly $30 mil-
lion. In a public-private partnership 
that is a model for the College Park 
campus, the State of Maryland will 
provide $16 million of this funding 
and the Merrill College is raising the 
remainder.

Knight Hall will be a dynamic 
environment where traditional 
print, broadcast and Web-based 
approaches to journalism will merge 
and, we hope in time, help spawn 
entirely new and exciting modes 
of newsgathering and storytelling. 
High-tech labs with professional-
grade equipment will enable this 
kind of creativity.

To nudge students in that direc-
tion and better prepare them for 
the digital age, the school recently 
moved to require several new cours-
es that will ensure all students have 
multimedia skills and experiences 
before they graduate. Perhaps the 
most important of those will be an 
upper-level capstone course where 
students will work in small teams 
in a multimedia environment. The 
capstone course also is designed to 
encourage more journalism students 
to think about the entrepreneurial 
possibilities of media—how to 
produce media products and even 
whole financial models that will 
help sustain responsible journalism 
far into the 21st century.

In confronting the digital fron-
tier, though, we are also taking 
pains that students remain mindful 
of the news media’s responsibilities 
to keep citizens informed. In the 
anxiety currently gripping the me-
dia industries, too many companies 
are forgetting those obligations that 
obtain in exchange for their explicit 
protection under the First Amend-
ment. Maryland journalism students 
are not allowed to forget that. We 
are first and foremost about public 
affairs journalism—news in the 
people’s interest.

I should also say that despite the 
media’s problems, Merrill students 
continue to get good jobs. Ironically, 
when companies buy out senior 
reporters and editors, they often fill 
in behind them with eager young 
journalists who have, shall we say, 
more modest salary expectations. 

Brave new worlds can be scary, 
but they can be exciting, too. It takes 
vision and faith to see those op-
portunities, and I know Maryland 
students are confident as they go 
out to meet their future.
*Thomas Kunkel is Dean of the Philip Merrill College 
of Journalism and President of American Journalism 
Review, a national magazine published by the College. 
At Maryland he has served as Director of the Knight 
Center for Specialized Journalism, and as editor and 
director of the Project on the State of the American 
Newspaper. A writer and editor, Kunkel has spent 
most of his career in newspaper management. Most 
recently he was deputy managing editor of the San 
Jose Mercury News. Now he’s moving on to become 
President of St. Norbert College. Bon Voyage, Tom.

In the last Faculty Voice issue, the introduction 
to Prof. Jeffrey Bub’s article ( The Quantum 
World, page 6) stated: “Recently, the American 
Institute of  Physics’ annual conference, ‘New 
Directions in the Foundations of  Physics,’ 
was organized around his [Prof. Bub’s] work.” 
This information, obtained from UMCP’s 
administration, is incorrect. The confer-
ence was not connected with the American 
Institute of  Physics; it was organized by the 
Foundations of  Physics Group (comprising 
faculty members and graduate students at 
UMD, Johns Hopkins, and Georgetown) at 
the American Center for Physics in College 
Park. Apologies to all concerned.

CorreCtion

Though not immediately obvious, the “practice” to which the 
subtitle of this book refers is that of social work, and it is to 
students of that profession that the book is aimed. As one who 

is not a social worker, I must admit to a degree of perplexity about 
the appropriateness of my reviewing this volume, but I was asked to 
do it, so here goes. 

Forte’s book is organized in three parts. The first deals with defini-
tions and proposes a linguistic analogy for understanding theory. Not 
surprisingly, therefore, given this point of departure and the applied 
nature of social work, this section of the book focuses on tools for 
“translating” theories into applications. Among such tools, particular 
attention is paid to models, metaphors, and a variety of mapping tech-
niques for representing relationships in visual form. The second part 
of the book is by far the most extensive and is devoted to discussing 
the application of these translation tools to the practice of social work. 
Each chapter in this second and central part deals with one specific 
theoretical perspective, such as ecological theory, systems theory, biol-
ogy, cognitive science, psychodynamic theory, behaviorism, symbolic 
interactionism, social role theory, economics, and critical theory. Even 
to one not familiar with the field of social work, it is apparent that 
this formidable list of theoretical orientations necessarily calls into 
question issues of validity, complexity, and conflict. Admirably, in 
the third part of the book, Forte confronts such issues and provides 
guidance for coping with what he calls the challenge of theoretical 
pluralism. Here he focuses on integrative and holistic approaches, as 
well as on the obstacles involved in blending and unifying competing 
perspectives. 

The eleven chapters in the main section of the book, devoted to the 
major theories underlying the field, are all structured in a fairly similar 
manner. They include an introduction; a discussion of what, in keeping 
with the language analogy, is labeled as related dialects or associated 
perspectives; biographical sketches and thumbnail descriptions of the 
central positions of a series of exemplary theorists; the root metaphors 
of the particular perspective under review; its core assumptions; its 
relationships with human development; the mapping of its concep-
tual frameworks; a discussion of the limits of the perspective; and an 
example of how it was used in shaping the understanding of a specific 
problem and designing an intervention to address it. 

“Nothing,” Kurt Lewin famously wrote, “is as practical as a good 
theory.”* Although he does not cite Lewin, the author certainly views 
theories primarily as tools. This point of view will be appreciated by 
those students who are impatient with the abstractness of theoretical 
work and its perceived lack of relevance to the solution or amelioration 
of practical problems. By demystifying a number of important theo-
retical aspects, unraveling the complexity of the relationships among 
diverse and often competing points of view, and demonstrating how 
highly dependent useful action is on conceptual work, Forte has made 
it possible for his readers to gain a valuable understanding of the rich 
intellectual corpus available to social workers. 

The book is written in a plain, even engaging, language that should 
be well received by its intended audience. It is, however, more than six 
hundred pages long—a length not made more bearable by the author’s 
propensity for repeating concepts that even beginning undergraduates 
might grasp the first time. 

Book Review

* Lewin, K. Field theory in social science: Selected theoretical papers. New York, NY: 
Harper & Row; 1951, p. 169.

By Elaine Yunmei Ting
Office of Multi-Ethnic Student 
Education, UMCP

By James A. Forte
Social Work Dept., Salisbury University

(Wadsworth, 2006)
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Teaching Chinese Art
Prof. Jason C. Kuo of Col-

lege Park’s Department of 
Art History and Archaeol-

ogy is an expert on Chinese art. 
Born in Taiwan, he majored in 
British and American literature 
before focusing on art history. He 
received his Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, taught Chi-
nese art at the National Taiwan 
University, and then returned to 
the USA where stops at Williams 
College and Yale University 
preceded his professorship at 
College Park. 

Why College Park? He re-
sponded, “UMCP is located 
only about eight miles from 
downtown Washington, D.C., 
home to one of the world’s largest 
group of museums. The area is 
ideal for Chinese art research and 
teaching. Washington has two 
national museums of Asian art: 
The Freer Gallery of Art and the 
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery. The 
two galleries together house one 
of the best collections of Chinese 
calligraphy and painting in the 
country.” And he likes his aca-
demic home department.

What is special about Chinese 
art? He answered: “Chinese art 
embodies some of the most im-

portant legacies of Chinese civi-
lization for the modern world.  
Among these legacies are the 
strong importance placed on 
education and the educability of 
all people; the profound respect 
for nature; the emphasis on 
human morality and historical 
memory; and the optimistic 
faith in the human potential for 
individual and collective good. 
Moreover, China has the longest 
continuous development of an 
artistic tradition in the world, and 
that tradition had contributed 
an endless stream of great mas-
ters, glorious monuments, and 
intriguing but understandable 
theories about art to the visual 
cultures of the world.” He adds 
that his goal is to educate people 
about Chinese art.

Why hasn’t Chinese art been 
fully appreciated in the West?  
“Until recently,” he said, “many 
Western scholars (not just lay peo-
ple) disparaged Chinese painting 
because it did not utilize oils, lin-
ear perspective, and chiaroscuro. 
As late as the 1950s and 1960s, 
even historians of Asian art in 
this country were mostly trained 
first in Western art history.  No 
wonder many of them accepted 

as a truth that the linear progress of 
Western art from the 14th century to 
the 17th century was paradigmatic 
of all artistic developments.”

Kuo is the author of many 
books on Chinese art. We won-
dered which of his many publica-
tions should first be read/consulted 
by the arts outsider who wants to 
learn more about Chinese art? He 
suggested Discovering Chinese Paint-
ing: Dialogues with Art Historians 
(Kendall/Hunt, 2nd ed., 2006).

Travel typically entails maps 
and guidebooks as ways to 
find a sense of direction. But 

as the Frostburg State University 
Chamber Choir discovered during 
a tour in China March 6 through 14, 
songs also serve as a compass that 
can guide you to where you want 
to be—whether it’s to a place of con-
nection with people you’ve never 
met before or to a final destination 
of togetherness you’ve found as a 
group.

The Choir’s journey began as 
two great ideas united for a com-
mon purpose. In April 2007, three 
FSU administrators—Bill Mandi-
cott, Assistant Vice President of 
Student and Community Involve-
ment; Hank Bullamore, Professor of 
Geography; and Vice Provost John 
Bowman—stood on the Great Wall 
and wondered what it would be like 
for FSU students to sing there. Years 
before, Karen Soderberg Sarnaker, 
the Chamber Choir’s director, had 
heard Singapore vocalists perform 
the traditional Chinese “Usuli Boat 
Song,” and was so moved that she 
filed it away, hoping to teach it 
to singers someday. “When I was 
approached by the University ad-
ministration about taking the FSU 
Chamber Choir to China, I knew I 
had found the perfect opportunity,” 
she said.

Soderberg Sarnaker enlisted the 
expertise of FSU instructor Yanling 
Fan, who taught the 26 students 
the correct pronunciation for every 
word in “Usuli Boat Song” over 

singing at great Wall
Frostburg Choir in China

five days of rigorous rehearsal. 
When the trip finally arrived, the 
group was ready to go, complete 
with vaccinations, good walking 
shoes and just enough luggage not 
to go over the weight limit for their 
flight between Beijing, where they 
would spend several days, and 
Changsha, where they would enjoy 
the second half of their trip. They 
spent their time in China immersed 
in song—on the bus, where they 
shared their favorite tunes while 
en route to different sights, and at 
scenic places, like the Great Wall, 
where they made FSU’s dream a 
reality by giving an impromptu 
performance.

The Choir also sang for several 
schools: Beijing Chaoyang Xinghe 
Primary School, where children 
gave them roses and construction 
paper collages; Hunan Normal 
University, where their rendition of 
“Usuli Boat Song” brought people 
to tears; and Hunan City University, 
where, as FSU sophomore Erin 
Drenning put it, “We were all jok-
ing around about how they should 
have been playing ‘Eye of the Tiger’ 
when we walked in.” A roaring 
crowd of nearly 600 people, includ-
ing military and Changsha officials, 
stood and cheered as while FSU’s 
students made their way down the 
aisle to perform.

Ask the Choir members about 
their favorite moment of the trip, 
and several memories always sur-
face: the afternoon they spent with 
students from Hunan Normal Uni-
versity, several of whom Frostburg 
students continue to chat with via 
Facebook. Others loved meeting 
kids at the Primary School and 
watching them perform for their 
American guests as part of a cultur-
al exchange. But perhaps the most 
powerful moment was the Choir’s 
last dinner together in China with 
friends from Hunan Normal Uni-
versity, when they sang “Usuli Boat 
Song” for the last time.

“The pride that the people of 
China have in their country, and 
how open, respectable, caring and 
nice they are not only to each other, 
but to people of foreign countries... 
leaving it brought tears to my eyes,” 
said FSU senior Arnold McNeal. 
And like a refrain in music, the 
same feeling echoed through those 
at Hunan Normal University. “Your 
beautiful songs will be remembered 
in my heart,” said Tang Jianwen, 
Deputy Director with Hunan Nor-
mal University’s Office of Interna-
tional Exchange and Cooperation, 
after the students finished singing 
that last night.
Photo: Frostburg’s Chamber Choir performed 
at the Great Wall in China. the long, wan-
dering wall can be seen on the top of the 
background mountain. taken by rebecca 
e. ramspott.

To learn more about the FSU Chamber Choir’s trip to 
China, visit http://becca-wholewideworld.blogspot.com.

By Rebecca E. Ramspott
Frostburg State University

Chinese Art at UMUC

a Quartet oF Crabs (1949)

Qi Baishi
Art of China Collection, UMUC
26 1/2” x 13 3/4”; Gift of the Chow Family

 
 

 
 

Classical Collection
The Art of China

 In 2001, the I-Ling Chow and 
Thomas Li families of Maryland cre-
ated a unique vision for preserving 
valuable Chinese art through gener-
ous in-kind donations to UMUC’s 
Arts Program. The families selected 
UMUC as the recipient of their 
collections because of its unique 
position as a global university with 
a strong historical connection to 
Asia. For over 50 years, UMUC has 
provided educational opportunities 
for U.S. military personnel and their 
families stationed in Asia, and it had 
already established a noteworthy 
collection of Japanese art.

The Art of China collection 
contains pieces dating from the 
Sung Dynasty (960-1279) through 
the 20th Century, a historical reach 
of some ten centuries, with a major-
ity of the art works from the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1466) and Qing 
Dynasty (1664-1911). The combined 
collections include numbers of 
important works in various media 
and presentations. Traditional scroll 
paintings are very much at the 
heart of the collection, including 
such treasured figurative works as 
“Warm Breezes over Verdant Hills” 
(see page 6 of this issue), formerly in 
the collection of the legendary 18th 
Century Qianlong Emperor, one of 
China’s greatest art patrons. Other 
scrolls forego pictorial depiction and 
instead celebrate the complex and 
contemplative beauty of calligraphic 
characters alone. The so-called “wa-
ter-writing” (a form of discursive 
calligraphy) characterized by the 
fluid, energetic brushwork of Zhu 
Yunming’s “Mountains and Willows 
in Spring” is a fine example (see the 
front page). Not limited to graphic 
art alone, the Art of China collec-

Many people think of the University of 
Maryland University College (UMUC) 
as an adult school or a night school or 
perhaps something else—but they don’t 
think about it as a center for the arts. In 
a previous issue of the Faculty Voice, 
we highlighted a UMUC collection 
featuring Maryland local artists. In this 
issue on most of the pages, we feature 
art from both a classical collection (the 
Art of China) and a contemporary 
exhibit (Art and Dreams). We thank 
Bobby Donovan and others from 
UMUC’s Arts Program for helping to 
make the art available to us and drafting 
descriptions of these collections. 

orChids #3
Wayloon Chuang (Winchester, VA)

Oil on Canvas, 38” x 46”
Art and Dreams exhibit, UMUC

snuFF bottles (3” height, 1890s)
Art of China Collection, UMUC
Gift of Robert and Sylvia Ting

tion includes the decorative arts and 
sculpture with many quality pieces 
of ceramic, wood, stone and ivory. 

In addition to the Li and Chow 
donations, UMUC is fortunate to 
have the support of other significant 
Chinese artists and collectors. Dr. 
and Mrs. Jackson Yang provided sev-
eral albums of beautifully executed 
antique watercolor paintings on silk 
(see the fan painting on page 8). And 
visitors to the third floor of the Inn 
and Conference Center will enjoy 
Robert and Sylvia Ting’s marvelous 
collection of snuff bottles (above), 
included some most unusual works 
made from amber, jade, and mala-
chite. Artist Stephanie Kung Stryker 

donated several of her works (one 
is on page 7) along with wonder-
ful pieces by Lee Go Mo and 
Chang Dai-Chien. Among the 
contemporary artists to donate 
their work to the collection are 
painters Pao-Hua Chung and 
Priscilla Chen (see page 10).

Contemporary Exhibit

Art and Dreams: Contem-
porary Chinese Art around the 
Capital is an exhibit of Chinese 
visual artists residing in the 
greater metropolitan area of 
Washington D.C. Curated by Dr. 
Joseph Chang, Associate Curator 
of Chinese Art for the Smith-
sonian Institution, the project 
examines the creative phenom-
enon of cross-cultural influence. 
While inherently aligned with 
traditional techniques and ap-
proaches to art-making, as prac-
ticed in their native China and 
Taiwan, the artists selected rep-
resent significant stylistic inven-
tiveness—having successfully 
incorporated current Western 
and international sensibilities 
into their creative expression. 
The exhibit opens at UMUC on 
June 30, 2008, with a reception 
starting at 6 p.m. in the Lower 
Level Gallery in UMUC’s Inn and 
Conference Center. The exhibit 
hours are  9 a.m. – 9 p.m. daily.
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